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#1 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ’88 

The Price For Freedom 
Controversy reigned supreme 
during the annual summer 
Bash tour as Ric Flair and 
Lex Luger went at it in Balti- 
more, Also: Rhodes vs. Wind- 
ham for U.S. title; triple-cage 
“Tower of Doom”’ featuring 
Russian Assassin |, Ivan Ko- 
loff, Perez, Rotundo, & Sulli- 
van vs. Road Warriors, Gar- 


WRESTLING 
VIDEOS! 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ’89 
The Glory Days 


Revenge was the theme of 
the 1989 Bash as NWA 
champ Ric Flair came back 
from a broken neck to wrestle 
former champ Terry Funk, 
and U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battled Rick Steamboat. 
Also: Sting vs. Muta; War 
Games; a battle of wits turns 
to a battle of fists as Paul E. 


#3 WRESTLE WAR 
89 

Music City Showdown 
Ric Flair’s courageous effort 
in regaining the NWA belt 
from Rick Steamboat on May 
7, 1989, in Nashville was 
voted Match of the Year— 
some called it the Match of 
the Decade! Also on this 
memorable card, Lex Luger 
battles Michael Hayes; Road 
Warriors clash with Mike Ro- 


yesteryear. See all- 
time wrestling greats 
Gorgeous George, 
Antonino Rocca, Hans 
Schmidt, The Fabu- 


dom-seen footage in- 
cludes legendary stars 
Bobo Brazil, The 
Sheik, and many 
more. 


thrills as Ted DiBiase 
takes on Magnum 
T.A.; The Sheepherd- 
ers & Jack Victory 
meet The Fantastics 


vins, & Williams; Fantastics Dangerously rumbles with tundo & Steve Williams; and 
vs. Midnights; Blanchard & Jim Cornette; plus much more. 
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took priority! On this 
night, Luger showed 
the fans just what's 
inside the '’Total 
Package."’ Also: 


Chi-Town Heat 
The hottest 
= Thanksgiving 


Sgmem City history! 

& CAGE MATCH 
THRILLERS: Ric 
Flair challenges 
NWA champ 
Ronnie Garvin; 
Dusty Rhodes takes on U.S. 
champ Lex Luger, PLUS; Road 
Warriors vs. Blanchard & Ander- 
son; Koloff vs. Taylor; Rock 'n' 
Rolls vs. Midnights on a scaffold; 
Williams vs. Windham; Garvin, 
Hayes, & Sting vs, Gilbert, Zbys- 
zko, & Steiner. 
$39.95/126 Min./Turner 
Home Entertainment 


#9 STARRCADE ’86 
The Sky-Walkers 


So big it had to be held in two lo- 
cations—The Omni in Atlanta 
and the Greensboro Coliseum in 
North Carolina. Highlights in- 
clude: NWA champ Ric Flair vs. 
Nikita Koloff; Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a scaffold; ‘First 
Blood'' match—Rhodes vs. Blan- 
chard; Ron Garvin vs. Big 
(Bossman) Bubba; Rock 'n' Rolls 
vs. Andersons in cage; Jones vs. 
Valiant—hair vs. hair. 
$39,95/90 Min./Turner 

Home Entertainment 


#10 STARRCADE ’88 
True Gritt 


The sixth annual Starrcade event, 
the first under the Ted Turner 
banner, thrilled a sellout crowd at 
The Scope in Virginia. Featured: 
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STORMIN’ NORMAN 

Your interview with Norman (Sum- 
mer 1990) convinced me more than 
ever that the man does not belong 
in professional wrestling. He is a 
complete and total dummy! | mean, 
c’mon—look at him! Does he seri- 
ously think that Woman has any in- 
terest in him? If he does, he is sadly 
mistaken. 


In reader Randy Morganson’s opinion, Nor- 
man is nothing more than a dumb, fat slob 
who'll get seriously hurt by Kevin Sullivan if 
he isn’t careful. 


The pathetic tub had better wise 
up and get serious before Kevin Sul- 
livan really hurts him bad. Then 
“Captain” Mike Rotundo and Abdul- 
lah the Butcher won’t be able to 
help him at all. 

RANDY MORGANSON 
New Bern, NC 


HULK-LEX FOR REAL? 

The Hulk Hogan-Lex Luger 
“Dream Match” (Summer 1990) was 
great, and it got me thinking: Now 
that Hogan has lost the WWF World 
title to Ultimate Warrior, do you 
think he might actually meet Luger 
in the ring for real? 


Send Letters To: FAN FORUM 


WRESTLING SU PERSTARS 
BOXde 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Before any readers pass that off as 


preposterous, consider the _ facts: 
WWF President Jack Tunney has al- 
ready announced he won't sanction 
any Hogan-Warrior rematches in the 
near future. So unless Warrior loses 
the belt soon (and | doubt that will 
happen), Hulk can forget about re- 


After Hulk Hogan finishes with Curt Hennig, maybe he’d like a shot at Lex Luger. So 
speculates reader Robert Moore. 


gaining his coveted title. 

As for Luger, there’s an excellent 
chance he'll win the NWA World ti- 
tle from Ric Flair. If he does, don’t 
you think Hogan would be tempted 
to leave the WWF and go after Luger 
and his World title? | certainly do, 
and | also think Hulk would be a 
fool if he passed up the chance. 

Okay, so maybe Hogan does have 
a long-term contract with the WWF. 
But any contract can be broken. If 
Hulk is as hungry to be a world 
champion as | think he is, a contract 
will be the last thing on his mind. 

ROBERT MOORE 
Albuquerque, NM 


SENOR MASCARAS 

Mil Mascaras’ demonstration of 
the Mexican crucifix in “Know Your 
Holds” (Summer 1990) was interest- 
ing and highly informative. It’s no 
wonder that Mascaras has main- 
tained a high level of excellence for 


Mil Mascaras’ Mexican crucifix has helped 
make him the great wrestler he is, writes 
reader Jake Snyder, a great admirer of the 
legendary masked grappler. 
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The Great Muta has not wrestled in the NWA for quite a while, much to the regret of reader 
Samantha Welton. The Japanese high-flyer is back in his native country. 


more than 20 years. He is definitely 
one of the giants of the sport. | 
would love to meet him and tell him 
how much | respect him and all he 
has done. 

If wrestling had more men like 
Mascaras, how great that would be. 
Viva Mascaras! 

JAKE SNYDER 
Plano, TX 


WHERE’S MUTA? 

Did The Great Muta go back to 
Japan, or what? That’s what | can’t 
help but wonder after reading “The 


Great Muta—Nowhere To Go But 
Up” in your Summer 1990 edition. 
After losing the NWA TV title to Arn 
Anderson, where better for Muta to 
go than his native land? That’s where 
he developed his awesome aerial 
and scientific skills, where he tested 
himself against all those excellent 
Japanese wrestlers. If he felt he had 
to leave the NWA, Japan was one of 
the best places he could have gone. 
| hope Muta soon returns to the 
NWA and takes that TV belt back 
from Anderson. Then we'll really 
(Continued on page 54) 
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SUPERSTAR) 


GRAPE, 


FTER YEARS OF being one 

of the most popular stars in 
the sport, Billy Jack Haynes has 
undergone a. startling change. 
The nine-year veteran turned 
against his fans during a six-man 
tag team match on April 14 in 
Portland, Oregon. 

Haynes teamed with veteran 
Rip Oliver and his son, Larry Oli- 
ver, to take on The Grappler, Bry- 
an Adams, and The Equalizer in 
the main event at the Portland 
Sports Arena. After several min- 
utes of brawling, it appeared that 
Haynes was about to win the bout 


for his team as he clamped his 
favorite submission hold, the full 
nelson, on Adams. 

As Equalizer distracted referee 
Sandy Barr, Grappler ran into the 
ring with a metal trash can and hit 
Haynes on the back of the head 
with it. As Haynes fell to the mat 
in a semiconscious state, Larry 
Oliver entered the ring and 
snatched the trash can from 
Grappler. Haynes, recovering 
from the blow, slowly got up to his 
knees, spotted Oliver with the 
trash can, and assumed that the 
second-generation star had hit 


him. 

Unexpectedly, Haynes attacked 
Oliver and began thrashing him 
with Adams’ kendo stick. When 
Rip Oliver came to his son’s res- 
cue, Haynes unleashed a brutal 
attack on the veteran. Haynes 
mounted the ropes and hit Rip in 
the neck with the kendo stick, and 
continued beating on him until 
Jeff Warner and Art Barr ran to 
the ring to stop the attack. Rip 
Oliver's injuries were so severe 
that he had to be carried from the 
ring on a stretcher. 

“| was an idiot to ever team up 
with those stinkin’ Olivers,” said 
an angered Haynes after the 
match. “Il battled Rip Oliver all 
over the PNW for years, and he 
was one of the most evil men I’ve 
ever known. How could | expect 
him to change into someone | 
could trust? When his kid hit me 
with that trash can, | knew that 
Oliver was as rotten as ever. But 
what | don’t understand is how 
the fans can cheer for those idiots 
instead of me. If that’s the way 
the fans want to play it, fine. I'll 
make them suffer right along with 
Larry and Rip.” 

Although it appears _ that 
Haynes has turned his back on 
his friends and his fans, Rip Oli- 
ver seemed hopeful that the entire 
incident was just a 
misunderstanding. 

“Billy Jack is mad at us when 
he should be angry at The Grap- 
pler and his boys,” said an em- 
barrassed Oliver. “These are the 
kinds of things that happen during 
the heat of battle. Haynes said | 
was an evil man, and in the past 

(Continued on page 58) 
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NEW OFFER! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 90 and Wrestling Superstars 
now brings you 10 quality magazines every year!! 


By popular demand, Wrestling Superstars is 
now a bi-monthly magazine. So when you 
take advantage of this special offer, you will 
now receive six issues of Wrestling 
Superstars in addition to four quarterly issues 
of Wrestling 90. Here’s a rundown of what 
you will now get: 
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© Four issues per year of Wrestling 90, the ‘OF THE'90s PICK ~egga 
magazine “For Today’s Wrestling Fan.” With 3 SUPE RSTARS : 
its in-depth stories and unique columns, OF THE? 
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@ Six issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “‘Action 
Gallery,” Wrestling Superstars, the 


TAG TEAM 


magazine that features the popular _ Tate, 
“Dream Match” and many other exciting 
features. 


Four issues of Wrestling 90 plus six issues of Wrestling Superstars for just $17.95 
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Ric Flair: “Lex Luger, how many more 
shots at my title do | have to give you? 
Ten, 50, 100? It doesn’t matter how 
many times you come after me. I’ve 
said it time and again: You will never 
take this gold from around my waist. | 
have you beat at every turn. The big- 
gest mistake you ever made, my 
friend, was turning against The “Four 
Horsemen. We gave you what you 
needed to succeed in this sport, but 
there’s one thing we: didn’t tell you. 
And you haven't guessed it yet.” 


Nikita Koloff: “People ask me how it 
feels to wrestle my uncle Ivan Koloff, 
and | must tell them this: It is not a 
pleasant experience. Uncle Ivan taught 
me much. He made me the man | am 
today. But sometimes | do not appreci- 
ate what he does in the ring. On those 
times, we must wrestle. There is no 
escape from it. You might say | am 
teaching him a lesson, the same way 
he taught me lessons long ago. Still, | 
wish it did not have to be so.” 


Cactus Jack: “Wild and crazy, mean 
and ornery, that’s what everybody calls 
old Cactus Jack. | do those moves no- 
body can believe. Know why | do 
them? ‘Cause | feel like it! Ha, ha! 
That’s why you think I’m wacky, but 
am I? | don’t know; you tell me. Tell 
me that me and Kevin Sullivan are 
gonna cut through this crummy feder- 
ation like a tumbleweed goin’ across 
the desert. | found a mission in the 
NWA. That’s what it is. You scared? 
You better be. Ha, ha!” 
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Kerry Von Erich: “About five years ago, 
| had a whole lot of trouble with a 
fella by the name of Jimmy Garvin and 
his valets Sunshine and Precious. It 
was bad enough fighting Jimmy, but 
those gals thought they had some 
right to get involved. Now I’m up 
against Johnny Tatum and this woman 
of his, Tessa. Now everybody knows 
nobody. treats a lady better than | do, 
but let Miss Tessa get anywhere near 
that ring and I'll give her a spanking 
she won't soon forget.” 


Mr. Saito: “| can accept losing the 
AWA World title to Larry Zbyszko, be- 
cause losing is a natural part of sports. 
But | cannot accept the way Zbyszko 
has attempted to smear and tarnish 
my reputation. | have worked very 
hard to ensure that people can honest- 
ly trust me. Zbyszko insists on making 
me the enemy here in America just 
because | am Japanese. He thinks all 
Americans should bow down and kiss 
his feet, but they are smart enough to 
understand his ugly motives.” 


~ s& 3 

Brian Pillman: “\ wish the NWA would 
sanction a title vs. title match with 
Tom Zenk and me going up against 
the Steiners. Tom and | have a lot of 
respect for Rick and Scott. They're two 
of the best wrestlers we've ever seen. 
We have absolutely no grudge against 
them; we would just like a chance to 
become World champions. | know 
Rick and Scott would love to become 
U.S. champions, too. And I’m certain 
this is one match the fans of both 
teams would love to see.” 


Bill Dundee: “Right now | can’t think 
of two places I’d rather wrestle in 
more than Dallas and Memphis. Final- 
ly, the two greatest cities in the South 
have been joined together by one 
wrestling organization. In Memphis, | 
defend my CWA title against all com- 
ers. Nobody can accuse Bill Dundee of 
ducking the competition. And in Dal- 
las, the people get to see a man who 
is proud to stand up and fight for all 
the values they hold close to their 
hearts,” 


Scotty the Body: ‘\s there anybody any- 


where with more talent, more brains, 
and a sexier body than yours truly? Of 
course not. I’m the man about town, 
the man who makes it happen in the 
PNW. Women fall at my feet by the 
dozens. Hey, what can | say? They 
know class when they see it. I’ve been 
champion of everything in this area. 
I'm so good, the promoters are afraid 
I'll take over. | got news for you, boys, 
| already have!’ 


Jimmy Valiant: “Oooooweeee! The 
‘Boogie-Woogie Man’ feelin’ mighty 
good, today, yes, indeedy. Nobody can 
tell me | got no chance of beatin’ Jerry 
Lawler, that nasty, ugly individual who 
calls himself ‘The Kingie-Wingie.’ | beat 
him a whole mess o’ times, but they 
won't give me that nice, shiny belt of 
his. Well, like the song says, ain’t that 
a shame? Lawler can’t run and hide for 
very long, though, ‘cause Boogie’s 
gonna catch him and_ beat his 
behind.” 


Misty Blue Simmes: “Defending this 
LPWA tag team title with Heidi Lee 
Morgan is one of the hardest things 
I’ve ever done. You see, I’m used to 
wrestling on my own. Having a tag 
partner, even one as talented as Heidi, 
is a big adjustment. And in the LPWA, 
where you won't find tougher compe- 
tition, it’s an even bigger problem. 
Still, | feel like Heidi and | are going to 
be wearing these belts for a long time. 
We're too good not to be champions.” 


x 


Mike Rotundo: “Being partners with 
Barry Windham and being partners 
with Norman is two different worlds, 
let me tell you. With Barry, | always 
knew what was going on. After a 
while, we got to reading each other's 
thoughts. No offense, but | don’t think 
I'd ever want to read Norman's 
thoughts. But I’m not complaining. 
That big guy has more goodness in his 
heart than any 10 people | know. He's 
helped me get my career back on 
track.” 


Eric Embry: “| can’t figure it out. In 
Texas, I’m one of the most popular 
men you'll ever see. Fans practically 
fall over themselves to shake my 
hands. It’s actually humbling. But in 
Florida, | can’t walk two blocks before 
somebody accuses me of one crime or 
another. Strange, real strange. Wherev- 
er | go, I’m the same old Eric Embry. | 
don’t wrestle any differently in Florida 
than | do in Texas. These folks in the 
Sunshine State don’t know how lucky 
they are.” O 
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Every issue, Wrestling Superstars will examine a different hold or 
maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. These are 
potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be left to the pro 

_ rings—don’t try these at home! 


THE FIREMAN’S CARRY TAKEDOWN 
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By Mike Rotundo 


‘VE TRIED WRESTLING just about every style imaginable. 

As most of you know, | have been a purely scientific 
wrestler throughout most of my career. Of course, there 
was that dark period during 1988 and 1989 when | spent 
most of my time brawling. That was because | was listen- 
ing to all the bad advice Kevin Sullivan was giving me as a 
member of The Varsity Club. What a mistake that was! 

But that was yesterday. Today, I’m back in my proper 
form, and I'm again trying to uphold the finest standards 
of clean wrestling. And I’m quickly rediscovering that the 
holds and maneuvers | learned while | was competing at 
Syracuse University are the ones that help me the most 
today. And there’s never been a better way to bring your 
Opponent to the mat—and keep him there—than with the 
fireman's carry takedown. 

| usually try to catch my opponent with this maneuver 
during the early stages of a match. When | used it against 
Brian Pillman, as you can see in the photo at right, | 
caught him with it only seconds after the opening bell. 
This initially kept Pillman from using any of those aerial 
maneuvers that he’s so famous for. 

One of the things | like best about the fireman's carry— 
so named because it resembles a firefighter carrying a 
person out of a building on his shoulders—is that is takes 
my opponent by surprise. Usually, | simply grab the guy 
by the arm, and then drop down to my knees. This bends 
the guy over just enough so that | can pull the rest of his 
body over my shoulders. Then, when he’s helpless, | sim- 
ply shift my body weight to one side, which sends him to 
the canvas. 

The fireman’s carry isn’t very effective as a finishing 
maneuver, but it is a great way to get an opponent of his 
feet and out of his game plan. It’s something of a lost art, 
and that’s why I’m so proud to use it today. 0 


Mike Rotundo uses the fireman's carry takedown against Brian 
Pillman to prevent Pillman from executing aerial maneuvers. 
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ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


_ COMPARING THE (COMBATANTS = 


a ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
WWF Worl champlon The Uitinate Warford 64° tal and weighs nt 260 
pounds . . . Has just begun his fifth year as a pro. . . Captured the World title on 
April 1, 1990, at ‘VI by handing Hulk Hogan his first clean pinfall de-_ 
feat in nearly nine years . . . Went into WrestleMania as a two-time Int ita 
champion, has given up that ttle in order to exclusively defend the World belt. . 
Jiipe Dee Wie catticetine, codie press sia) , splash . . . Biggest strength: pow- 
er and enthusiasm . . aes Wie ihesacierife Chowie ata einen 
Stamina. 
NWA World champion Ric Flair stands 6’1”’ and weighs 243 pounds . . . Is in his 
17th year as a pro . . . Currently in the midst of his sixth NWA World title reign . . 
Began current title reign by defeating Rick Steamboat on May 7, 1989, in Nashville, 
Tennessee . . . Has spent the past year feuding first with Terry Funk, and currently 
with U.S. champion Lex Luger. . . Voted Wrestler of the Year in 1981, 1984, 1985, 
1986, and 1989. . . Three best moves: Rae our soent OCI, karate cross- 
thrust. . . Biggest strength: stamina and scientific repertoire . . . Biggest weakness: 
see ee ne Pune ent: 


HE CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH between WWF 
World champion The Ultimate Warrior and NWA 
World champion Ric Flair was shocking only in that it 
signaled the close of the first-ever International Wrestling 
Tournament, by far the most successful venture in the 


sport’s long and glorious history. 


After a month of thrilling bouts featuring the world’s 


federations. 


64 best wrestlers, the tournament ultimately surprised few: 
Left standing at the end for the final match—five grueling 
bouts later—were the champions of wrestling’s top two 


What did surprise—and, indeed, shock—the 400 mil- 


lion viewers tuned in to the final was the astonishing role 


reversal taking place before their eyes. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s 
greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 


He had faced 1 many Py in his 
lifetime but none with so many 
ramifications. 

“Sir, I can’t suggest strongly enough 
that you reconsider your position. 
What you’re contemplating is not a 
recommended career move.” 

His advisers were drawn from the 
upper echelons of America’s intellectu- 
al braintrust. Each was handpicked by 
him, and he had complete faith in their 
judgment. In two campaigns, their ad- 
vice had been flawless, as evidenced by 
his election-day triumphs. 

Yet this was, ultimately, a decision 
of the heart, not the head. And though 
he liked his staff enough to call each 
of them friend, it concerned him that 
there wasn’t an athlete among them. 

Not only had he faced the pressures 
of heated campaign debates, he had 
also stood at a free-throw line, his 
team down by a point with no time on 
the clock, and ignored the catcalls and 
screams of 20,000 hostile fans as he 
calmly sank two foul shots. That was a 
type of pressure his advisers could nev- 
er fathom. 

He was a statesman with an athlete’s 
grace. He moved through Senate halls 
with the same certainty of motion he 
had demonstrated on the court; his 
policies reflected the athlete’s contempt 
for wasted movement. 

“Sir, you’re aware of the party’s in- 


own imagination! 


WWF head Vince McMahon (right) had serious doubts about Ted Tumer’s call for a 
tournament involving every federation, believing it couldn’t benefit the WWF. 


tention to support you as a presidential 
candidate in ’96. They will undoubted- 
ly reconsider if you should accept this 
position.”” 

The statesman pondered the ques- 
tion, but it was the athlete who 
responded. 

“Gentlemen, I appreciate your ad- 
vice and concern. Nevertheless, I have 
decided to accept the job. Please get 
Mr. McMahon on the phone.’ 

Remember the statesman; we’ll re- 
turn to him atoy. 


‘TALK ABOUT A REVOLUTION 


ight weeks before United States 
Senator Bill Bradley and his staff de- 
bated the merits of new employment, a 
remarkable series of meetings took 


place in a hotel in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Present at the meetings, at the invita- 
tion and hospitality of NWA owner 
and cable superpower Ted Turner, 
were the Godfathers of professional 
wrestling. 

Literally every pro wrestling federa- 
tion was represented, from the interna- 
tional megapower WWF to the Japa- 
nese federations to the tiniest of 
regional organizations. 

Though the sport’s presidents and 
officials baked like lizards in the cloud- 
less sunshine, gorged themselves on 
fresh seafood, and stared bug-eyed at 
the exotic Hawaiian women, these griz- 
zly ring-war veterans were here for one 
reason and one reason only: to hear 
Ted Turner. Even McMahon, Turner’s 
chief rival for years, acknowledged cu- 
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riosity at the invitation. 

‘J doubt anything Turner says could 
benefit the WWF,” McMahon opined, 
“but only a fool would ignore him. It 
never hurts to listen.” 
ers > Wie eae aE 


Conventional wisdom split a gut at 
the concept of TBS, Turner’s original 
24-hour cable superstation. It got 
bellylaughs at the announcement of 
CNN, Turner’s style-setting all-news 
cable network. And it positively cried 
in its soup when the Atlanta mogul 
formed the hopeless and hapless Good- 
will Games. 

That all three innovations have since 
become bloated cash cows for Turner 
Broadcasting System (the first two es- 
sentially revolutionized the cable televi- 
sion industry) caused many to rethink 
the meaning of conventional wisdom, 
at least where Turner was involved. 

Thus, it was an audience at full at- 
tention when Ted Turner entered the 
palm-tree-lined boardroom and began 
his speech. 

“Respected colleagues and competi- 
tors, what I propose to you is a plan 
both reckless and revolutionary in its 
scope. Upon first listen, many of you 
will look for the nearest exit. [At this 
point, Turner smiled and stared direct- 
ly at McMahon, who remained impas- 
sive.] But I implore you to hear what I 
say with an open mind and a vivid 
imagination. 

“This wrestling business we are in is 
the only major sport operating without 
benefit of a unifying ruling federation. 
Historically, wrestling has been a wild- 
cat sport run by independent promot- 
ers in ruthless competition with each 
other. Even with the vast success of 
Mr. McMahon’s WWF, wrestling re- 
mains splintered on the sporting land- 
scape, stretched impossibly thin to 
reach its ultimate potential. 

“If marketed correctly, I believe 
wrestling can be the most popular and 
profitable sport in the world. But if 
this is to be so, we must do something 
we’ve never done before. 

“‘We must cooperate with each other.” 
(Continued on page 18) 
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It was the idea of Turmer (top) to ask U.S. Senator Bill Bradley (above), a former profession- 
al athlete, to be the first-ever Commissioner of Professional Wrestling. 
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December 1987/Stories Meio Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


BACK ISSUES OF aaa 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


soirey fe 988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
tilted split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Du 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. ¥ 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
oe 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
arriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage 
May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 
June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 7989/Stories inciude: Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, RhodeS. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Sai , Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWI Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include; Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown, 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Si Survivors. = 


=y 

T.V. SPORTS ONLY 
OvuLys7 cvutyes BOX 48 $3.00 EACH 
CAUGB7 [CISEPT89 fe | 
Theat OE ci ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Docts7 ONOvs9 
ONOV8? (DEC89 
ODEC87 OVAN90 Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $. (U.S, FUNDS I 
CVAN88 (1 FEB9O i ADDRESS CLEARLY 
DAN 88 CIFEBS0 ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS l 
(MAR 68 | 
[1 MAY 88 
CO JUNE 88 Name | 
(2 JULY 88 | 
C AUG 88 
SEPT es Address a | 
Cloct as 
FNOV es 
CAN a9 City | 
FEB 89 | 
stir at 2 | 
CMAY 89 For all orders except U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and | 
(JUNE 89 


| In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


$3.00 for every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


SS 


At this point, it seems proper to 
interrupt Turner’s speech and reveal 
the results of a questionnaire circulated 
among the country’s leading wrestlers 
by Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine. 

Eliciting the most passionate re- 
sponse among the grapplers was ques- 
tion number 10, in which they were 
asked to describe a fantasy ring mo- 
ment. A few samples: 

Ultimate Warrior, WWF champion: 
“To emerge as the ultimate victor in 


the ultimate wrestling tournament 
matching the world’s _ greatest 
wrestlers.” 


Ric Flair, NWA champion: ‘To 
beat the crap out of Hulk Hogan and 
the Ultimate Bumbler back-to-back, 
and prove once and for all the NWA 
is the world’s best federation.’ 

Bill Dundee, USWA _ southwestern 
champion: “To get a battle royal going 
among the country’s best wrestlers. I 
think wrestlers from the smaller federa- 
tions would really surprise some of 
those big federation egos.” 

We now return to Mr. Turner. 


athe 
SEAR. 


**As you all know, I am the proud 
owner of franchises in two other major 
sports. Laugh all you want at the 
record of my Atlanta Braves, but I 
dare a single man in here to laugh at 
the billion-dollar contract the baseball 
owners negotiated with CBS. One bil- 
lion dollars, gentlemen—for a sport 
that lasts a lousy six months. 

“TV contracts and revenue sharing 
in basketball have made a lot of own- 
ers richer than they ever dreamed. Of 
course, the Los Angeles, New York, 
and other big-market teams make 
more money than teams in Portland 
and Milwaukee, but you don’t hear the 
Portland and Milwaukee owners cry- 
ing, do you? 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 14) 


Kerry and Kevin Von Erich (above left) against Hulk Hogan (above right)? The ‘Hu 


Ikster” 


said he’d love to step between the ropes against the Texas heroes. 


“The key to all this? Cooperation. 
I’m not proposing we create one wres- 
tling league. But as wrestling becomes 
a prime-time sport, I do propose we 
negotiate with the networks as a unit. 
And to do this, all we have to offer 
them is a single tournament, a playoff 
system leading to a championship that 
will involve the world’s best wrestlers, 
regardless of affiliation. 

“‘As an example, I ask you: Does 
the NCAA basketball tournament di- 
lute or enhance the marketing power 
of the nation’s individual conferences?. 
Would a once-a-year tournament fea- 
turing the world’s best wrestlers—se- 
lected by an impartial committee run 
by a man of impeccable national repu- 
tation—help or hurt us? Believe me, 
the fans will still clamor for the 
WrestleManias and Starrcades and 
WrestleRocks; we’re just giving hungry 
fans another meal to consume. Am I 
right or wrong? You tell me.” 


Randy Savage: “To bury Jerry 
Lawler, again and again.’ 
Lex Luger: ‘‘I’d like to instill some 


manners into that chili-swillin’, Jap- 
loving geek Stan Hansen. It’s a shame 
I never get the chance to wrestle him.’ 

Hulk Hogan: “I’ve always wanted 
to take on the Von Erich boys. Seems 
they share many Hulkamaniac quali- 
ties, but I’d like to put them through 
the ultimate test.” 


“The WWF is the most successful 
wrestling promotion in the sport’s his- 
tory,” began Vince McMahon’s re- 
sponse to Ted Turner. “Our wrestlers 
are the most popular in the world. Our 
wrestlers are the best in the world. We 
have everything to lose and nothing to 
gain by entering into association with 
promotions less profitable than our 
own.” 

“Tf your wrestlers are the best, then 
what do you fear from us?” asked 
AWA President Joe Blanchard. “‘In a 
tournament like the one Turner sug- 
gests, your wrestlers would have every 
opportunity to display their domi- 
nance. And should they prove as good 
as you say, it would only help your 
ratings and attendance during the 
(Continued on page 20) 
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DREAM MATCH 
(Continued from page 1 8) 


fans, could pull an upset and gain undreamed-of fame. 


course of the year.” 

‘People love the underdogs, Vince,”’ 
Turner said. ‘‘They’d be all over a 
Kokina Maximus-Hulk Hogan match, 
hoping for an upset. And if by some 
miracle Kokina won, people wouldn’t 
lose any respect for Hogan. That’s the 
beauty of a single tournament: Any- 
thing can happen. The-champion gets 
knocked off, ratings increase, and our 
pockets swell. What could be wrong 
with that?’ 


ae oe 


Remember the statesman? 

The irresistible image of swelling 
pockets eventually captured McMa- 
hon’s imagination. But it wasn’t until 
the owners’ group drafted the Senator 
from New Jersey as their choice for 
commissioner that McMahon signed 
on. 
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“T remember watching Bill Bradley 
as a New York Knick,’”’ McMahon 
reminisced. ‘‘God, was he smooth. No 
one has a bad word to say about the 
guy. He appeals to jocks and brains, 
liberals and conservatives, sports fans 
and intellectuals. The media absolutely 
loves him. He’d double the public’s 
acceptance of pro wrestling overnight. 
He’s perfect for the position. If he 
agrees to take the job, the WWF will 
proudly join the group.” 


THE FRONT PAGE 


FROM POLITICS TO PILEDRIV- 
ERS screamed. the New York Times 
headline reporting Bradley’s resignation 
from the Senate to assume the job as 
the first-ever Commissioner of Profes- 
sional Wrestling. As McMahon pre- 
dicted, the story became hotter than 
the Trumps’ separation. Sportswriters 


With an interfederational tournament, the AWA’s Kokina Maximus, known only to hardcore wrestling 


reveled in Bradley’s return to the sport- 
ing arena; political scribes insisted 
Bradley had ruined his chance at the 
presidency. 

“It’s time to get to work,”’ the man 
once known as ‘Dollar Bill’? said. Of 
course, with a yearly base salary of $3- 
million (complex incentives could triple 
it), the nickname was rarely invoked 
without jocular reference to Bradley’s 
new tax bracket. 


The appointment could hardly have 
come at a better time for the publish- 
ers of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, whose 
current cover story ‘“What the World’s 
Best Wrestlers Really Want: To Wres- 
tle Each Other’ coincided with Com- 
missioner Bradley’s announcement of 
the first International Wrestling 

(Continued on page 62) 
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€ ‘D EAR Wrestling Superstars,” 
began the letter from reader 
John Russell of Chatham, New York. 
“Why do you waste so much time on 
Woman? After all, she’s done nothing 
important. She’s never won a world 
title with anyone, and all she ever does 
is ruin teams. 

“Besides,” the letter continued, 
“she’s mean, she has nothing to say, 
and the way she treated Norman is 
horrible. Now she’s going to ruin Ric 
Flair, one of the greatest wrestlers of 
all time.” 


To which we, the staff of Wrestling - 


Superstars, must answer: That’s exactly 
why we devote so much space to 
Woman. There’s never been anyone 
like her. So beautiful, so intriguing, a 


Woman with so much to say ... and 
so little concrete achievement to show 
for it. 


Call it the Woman mystique, if you 
will. We don’t know what to call it 
ourselves, and, like Mr. Russell, we’re 
a little confused as to why she’s such 
an important part of the NWA. 

Beauty, of course, can often take a 
person very far, especially when that 
beauty catches the attention of NWA 
World champion Ric Flair. 

When Woman gave up on Doom 
(her first failure in the NWA) she con- 
centrated on landing a position with 
The Four Horsemen. In particular, she 
tried to charm Flair, who has a well- 
documented weakness for the fairer 
SEX. 

There were rumors that Ole and Arn 
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With her timely interference, Woman has helped Ric Flair hang on to the NWA World title. 


Woman claims the rest of the Horsemen, too, could not get by without her help. 


Anderson were coerced by Flair into 
letting Woman become their adviser. 
Ole and Arn, two no-nonsense wres- 
tlers, didn’t see why they needed any 
woman’s help. They especially didn’t 
see why they needed Woman’s help. 
But Flair’s ego prevailed, and Wom- 
an is now an important part of the 
Horsemen. She, in fact, is one of the 
main reasons why Flair, and not Lex 


Luger, is NWA World champion. Her 
interference in several matches over the 
past few months has kept Flair’s title 
reign intact. 

Of course, it’s hard to deny that 
Woman is a fascinating and intriguing 
individual. She is, at times, positively 
mesmerizing. And, in this interview 
with Managing Editor Craig Peters, 
she has plenty to say. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 
Welcome, Woman. But before 
we proceed with the interview 
itself, let me set the stage for 
our readers. I can’t believe 
what you’re wearing. 

WOMAN: 

Do you like it, Craig? 

WSS: Like it? Well, I’m going to try 
and maintain my objectivity. 
Those heels . . . five inches? 

W: Six. Spiked and sharpened. 

WSS: That strap, that... 

W: Garter belt? Do you like it? I 
had it specially made for this 


interview. 
WSS: (Coughs) Well, now. Black 
stockings, corset ... Do you 


always dress this way in public? 

W: (Seductively) Only for the press. 

Only when I know I’m being 

interviewed by a tall, dark, 
handsome man. 

WSS: You must have thought Bill 


Sea Apter was doing the interview. 
New 4 pas W: Apter? Let’s be serious, Craig, 
SS cae Shida you’re twice the man he is. 
At Wrestle War ’90, Woman interfered by slapping Lex Luger across the face (above). When WSS: I’m not sure this interview is 


the referee went down, Woman exhorted Flair to go for the pin quickly (below). going in the proper direction. In 
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WSS: 


WSS: 


WSS: 


fact, I think Stu Saks would be 
a little upset if he knew what 
was going on, not to mention 
my wife. Listen, | have a good 
idea. Why don’t you put on a 
robe so I can concentrate on 
my job? Then... 


: Then what? I have a_ better 


idea, Craig. You’re such a fine 
journalist, let’s see you work 
under pressure. I love watching 
men perform under pressure. 
That’s why I wanted so much 
to be a part of The Four 
Horsemen. After dealing with 
those Doom losers for so long, 
it was nice to be around real 
men, men who weren’t afraid 
to show their faces. Could you 
picture the Horsemen wearing 
masks? Of course not. 

One second, Are you saying it 
was Butch Reed and Ron 
Simmons who decided to wear 
those masks? They claim it was 
your idea. 

Not true, my dear. Who do you 
believe, them or me? I wanted 
them to show their faces, but 
they were afraid of failure. I 
told them that if they were 
afraid of failure, they’d never 
succeed, but I'd help them 
along. I did what I could. They, 
as expected, failed. 

And so you abandoned Doom 
and tried to capture a different 
prey, namely the Horsemen? 
Mmmmm, that’s so eloquent. 
Prey. It has such primitive con- 
notations. Actually, my dear 
boy, the Horsemen fit my phi- 
losophy perfectly. Ruthless, ag- 
gressive, they aren’t afraid to 
show their faces, and they don’t 
make excuses for what they do. 
They just do it. 

Is that your philosophy? I 
thought your philosophy was to 
ride the bandwagon as far as it 
can take you. 

Yes, I like that philosophy, too. 
I’m not going to apologize for 
going with winners. I simply 
don’t like losers and I don’t 
know anybody who does, ex- 


*¢ 


Woman calls her former team, Doom, losers who wore masks because they were afraid to 


show their faces. She also says they couldn’t succeed because they were afraid to fail. 


WSS: 


W: 


WSS: 


WSS: 


cept for those lowlife fans, 
those crass, middle-class, beer- 
guzzling jerks who come to all 
the matches and try to look 
down my blouse. 

That’s impossible. You never 
wear a blouse. 

And aren’t you a lout, Peters. 
So we’re back to Peters. That’s 
fine. I’m not surprised. The 
way you talked to me at the 
start of this interview is the way 
you deal with everyone. You’re 
a manipulator, Woman, and it’s 
disgusting. | don’t know what 
in the world you have to offer 
the Horsemen, except a shoe 
every once in a while. 

Hey, a shoe, a pocketbook, a 
little advice now and then. I do 
whatever it takes to win. 
Advice? What do you know 
about wrestling? 


Quite a bit. And if that’s not 
enough, I have the most bril- 
liant business mind in this sport. 
I know when to accept a con- 
tract and when to turn one 
down. I make sure the Horse- 
men aren’t being taken for a 
ride. I know that Tully Blan- 
chard and J.J. Dillon did a lot 
for the Horsemen, but they’re 
gone and the Horsemen need 


WSS: 


WSS: 


WSS: 


WSS: 


someone new. I offered a help- 
ing hand. They accepted. 
They’re smart men, why 
shouldn’t they have? 
Personally, I don’t think it’s 
your hand Flair was after. 

I get your little dig, Peters, and 
it doesn’t bother me a_ bit. 
Flair’s a great wrestler, and he’s 
also a very good-looking man. 
Nobody’s going to deny that, 
much less me. I like the atten- 
tion he gives me, I like the way 
he looks at me, but we have a 
pure business relationship and 
that’s all. Mixing business and 
pleasure was never my _ style, 
anyway. 

Do you really expect me to be- 
lieve that? 

You can believe what you want. 
You’re just saying that because 
I might dress a little provoca- 
tively ... 

You hardly dress at all. 

. and because people don’t 
like the way I act sometimes. 
But I do things my way and I 
get things done. Just look at 
that loser, Norman. Just think- 
ing about him makes me sick. 
Why doesn’t he just crawl back 
under the rock he came from? 
He loved you. You treated him 

(Continued on page 60) 
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By Bob Smith 


“‘Never say diet.’ 
—Richard Simmons 


OU CAN FIND Buddy Rose 
these days in almost any 
wrestling arena where a WWF 
card is taking place. The former 
AWA World tag team champion is 
still wrestling, but if you want to 
see him, arrive early. By the time 
the third or fourth match of the 
night rolls around, he’s probably 
already showered and gone. 
|! coulda been somebody 
growled Marlon Brando as Terry 
Molloy, a boxer whose career 
passed him by, in On The 
Waterfront. 
Buddy Rose coulda been 
somebody; instead, he decided to 
be two people: two chins (at 
least), two stomachs, a whole 
bunch of cheeks. Rose let himself 
go so badly, Dusty Rhodes looks 
like Kendall Windham compared 
to him! 
“He always had a healthy ap- 
petite,’ said Doug Somers, 
Rose’s AWA championship tag 
team partner, “but he always 
managed to keep it within reason 
- for our matches. Now he’s just 
out of control. It’s sad to see,” 
“| will always maintain that 
Rose is an incredible natural ath- 
lete,” said Wrestling Superstars 
Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks. ‘He 
does that kip-up from the mat, 
and he can still do one-armed 
pushups, even though he’s gross- 
ly overweight. It’s absolutely in- 
credible. And it really points up 
what a great wrestler he might 
have been had he been able to 
get himself in shape.” 
But Rose has never been in 

‘ shape; not really. A veteran of the 
Pacific Northwest, AWA, and in- 
dependent circuits, Rose’s reputa- 
tion came about not through 
championships and hard work, 
but through a ridiculous bit of 
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Weighing In At 


8 327..27? 


ho + —THE CAREER 
THAT COULD HAVE 
BEEN 


Buddy Rose may be immense 
around the middle, but he has 


retained a surprising amount There was a time when Buddy Rose’s name carried 
uae a great deal of weight in wrestling. Now, Buddy 


Santana. Rose carries a great deal of weight: excess 


poundage that has cost him a chance at 
superstardom 
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false egotism. 

For when the ring announcers 
stated Rose’s weight as 271, 
Rose would angrily grab the mi- 
crophone and proclaim that it’s 
really 217. 

To look at Rose today, howev- 
er, is to look at a man who hasn't 
seen 217—or even 271—in quite 
some time. 

And as Rose’s weight has in- 
creased, his stature in the wres- 
tling world has dropped. Rose 
was once considered one of the 
better tag team wrestlers in the 
sport. Now he’s on the bottoms of 
WWF cards, getting beaten by 
non-contenders like Koko B: 
Ware. 

Still, there’s that uncanny natu- 
ral athleticism that Saks spoke 
about. 

“It’s amazing,” one WWF wres- 
tler. said. “Not too many people 
can lift 350 pounds. He does it 
with one arm—and it’s his own 
body weight! Imagine what he 
could do if he lost some of that fat 
and turned it into muscle.” 

Imagine ... 

Imagine rich, creamy cakes 
with chocolate filling ... Feasts fit 
for five, consumed by one .. . Oo- 
dies of pasta drenched in 
marinara sauce ... 

Something went wrong. 

“The man always had a lot of 
determination,’ - Somers _ says, 
“but he always had trouble at the 
training table. Here’s a guy with 
tremendous strength, plenty of tal- 
ent; but he just gave in.” 

And about Dusty Rhodes ... 

That’s one purpose Rose 
serves nicely. Used to be that ev- 
erybody made fun of Rhodes’ bul- 
bous physique. Now all the jokes 
(or at least the most stinging of 
them) are directed at Rose. 

Besides, Rhodes is one of the 
top contenders for the WWF 
World title. Heck, he’s even beat- 
en former World and _ Interconti- 
nental champion Randy Savage 
several times. 
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It is hard to believe that a professional ath- 
lete could step through the ropes looking 
like Rose does. It wasn’t easy for Santana 
to move Rose around the ring. 


Sy ¢} /| 4 a i 


About 50 pounds before this match with Santana (top), Rose and Doug Somers were AWA 


World tag team champions, battling the likes of Jimmy Snuka (above). 


As for Rose—well, his daily 
itinerary most likely reads some- 
thing like this: 

Breakfast, snack, lunch, snack, 


snack, dinner, snack, prematch 
snack, lose to Koko B. Ware, 
postmatch snack, late supper, 
midnight snack. 


It’s almost laughable that The 
Rockers, a team Rose and 
Somers held off for a long time in 
the AWA, have gone so much far- 
ther in the sport. Rose’s career 
has stalled and gone backward 
while The Rockers have zoomed. 

It was no surprise that a Wres- 
tleMania VI invitation wasn’t hand- 
ed out to Rose. 

“They didn’t want him at the 
banquet,’ said a WWF wrestler. 
“They were afraid of how much it 
would cost.” 

Another joke. 

But wasting a promising career 
is no joking matter. People make 
jokes about obesity, but the truth 
is that those stricken by this sick- 
ness—yes, it’s a_ sickness in 
many ways—are stripped of nor- 
mal lives. 

Their self-esteem is ruined. 

Their strength is sapped. 

Their potential is wasted. 

When Rose calls himself “Play- 
boy” Buddy Rose, he’s only draw- 
ing attention to his laughable phy- 
sigue. And those who have 
followed Rose’s career know he is 
not laughable, but a man to be 
pitied. A man on a quick road to 
retirement. A man with a past, lit- 
tle present, and no future. 

Is there time for Rose to sal- 
vage his career? Probably not. He 
would have to lose nearly 140 
pounds; that would take at least a 
year. Then he would have to start 
at the bottom and work his way 
up. And could he resist the urge 
to binge? Like an alcoholic, Rose 
would always be fighting a battle 
with temptation. 

So we can laugh at Buddy 
Rose, but we can also learn from 
his mistakes. Skill is important for 
an athlete, but discipline is just as 
important. 

Hulk Hogan, The Ultimate War- 
rior, Ric Flair, Lex Luger, and so 
many others have reached the 
top through sacrifice. 

Buddy Rose never sacrificed. 
And he never saw a meal he 
didn’t like. 0 
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T IS HUMAN nature to think for to- 
day and not worry about tomorrow. 

As a result, we are quick to forgive and 
forget. Who cares about the past? Who 
cares about the future? It’s now that 
counts. 

Unfortunately, such thinking extends 

to the wrestling ring, too. 

Men with a history of rulebreaking 
suddenly change their ways . . . and we 
accept them. 

Men with a history of honor and integ- 
rity suddenly become rulebreakers . . . 
and we scorn them. 

This is ignoring the big picture and 
thinking for the moment, a dangerous 
game at any time. It is even more danger- 
ous when the wrestlers themselves go 
along with this thinking. 

How many times have we seen a man 
attacked by his partner, only to exclaim 
afterward, “‘I should have known this 
would happen. He’s been a rulebreaker 
all along.”’ 

And how many times have we given 

our affections to a wrestler, ultimately to 
be reviled by that wrestler . . . and how 

" many times did those wrestlers have a 
sordid history? 

We forgive very easily, and we cannot 
be blamed for our benevolence. Some- 
times, though, we can—and should—be 
blamed for our ignorance. 

We must examine the facts before we 
offer our support to a wrestler. We must 
decide if there’s a good chance that we 
will be hurt. To forgive is divine; to for- 
get is merely stupid. 

For a wrestler, to forget can be 
devastating. 

There are so many wrestlers in the 

sport that constantly change their ways. 
There are others who are fan favorites, 
but have the personality of a rulebreaker. 
There are many that use the fans to their 
advantage. 

Well, wrestlers and wrestling fans, the 
editors of Wrestling Superstars are here 
to help. We’ve examined the rosters of 
the various federations and picked out 
the men you can’t trust. These are the fan 
favorites most likely to turn bad . : . the 
men most likely to turn against their op- 
ponents and disappoint the fans. 

We examine these men individually on 
the pages that follow. We tell you why 
they can’t be trusted. Our analyses are 
laced with history . . . a history of vio- 
lence and betrayal. 

Beware! These men will break your 
heart. Enjoy them while you can: These 
men might not be fan favorites for long. 
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THESE MEN 


There’s a thin line between fan 
favorites and rulebreakers. A 
very thin line. There are plenty 
of men in the sport more than 

| pate to cross that line and 

| a your hearts 


CAN'T BE TRUSTED 
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LEX LUGER 


URING HIS ROOKIE 
year in Florida, Lex 

Luger made several swings between 
fan favorite and rulebreaker. It would 
be a harbinger of things to come. 
In fact, there have been times when 
it’s been almost impossible to keep up 
with Luger. When he came to the 
NWA in early 1987, he had been a fan 
favorite in Florida. Then he shocked ev- 
eryone by turning rulebreaker and join- 
ing The Four Horsemen. 
That lasted a little while, but before 
long Luger turned against his Horse- 
men friends and became a fan favorite. 
The wrestling public welcomed him 
with open arms, but the love affair 
didn’t last for long. 
By early 1989, Luger was a rule- 
breaker once again, having viciously 
turned against one of his best friends, 
Sting. But, again, Luger wasn’t perma- 
nently bad. Earlier this year, Luger 
saved Sting from an attack by the 
Horsemen and announced that his rule- 
breaking days were over. 
Don’t believe it. 
Luger doesn’t know what he wants, 
but there are clear indications that he’s 
a selfish, egotistical person. He takes a 
reading of the wrestling atmosphere, 
decides which philosophy suits him 
best, and goes that way. 
He doesn’t care that the fans have in- 
vested their emotions in his fortunes. 
He doesn’t care if change defies all 
logic. 
“His is an impossible personality to 
figure,’’ noted wrestling psychologist 
Dr. Sidney M. Basil. ‘‘I have charted 
his career; it makes very little sense.’’ 
Just like the man himself. 


Lex Luger and Rick Steiner are on the same side now, but it 
wasn’t too long ago that the “Total Package” had no use for 
the Steiners. 


In his battles with Ric 
Flair for the NWA 
World title, Luger has 
heard the cheers and 
the boos. At the mo- 
ment, he’s being 
cheered, but that 
could change. 


JAKE ROBERTS 


MAGINE, FOR A moment, that Jake ‘‘The Snake’’ Roberts is a 
rulebreaker instead of a fan favorite. 

After winning a match against, say, Dusty Rhodes, he takes out his pet snake, 

Damian, and wraps it around Rhodes’ prone body. Then he leaves Rhodes in the ring 

to suffer with the slithery creature. 

How would you react? Undoubtedly, most fans would shout their indignation at 

such an evil ploy. But when Roberts, fan favorite, does the same thing to a rulebreaker 

like Ted DiBiase, everybody cheers. 

~ It doesn’t make sense. 
Roberts is a man who can’t be trusted because he has no respect for the rules. He : 
takes advantage of beaten opponents. Currently, he’s doing it to men who deserve : 
| nothing better, but who knows what the future holds? : 

“Those eyes,’’ said Rick Steamboat, who feuded with Roberts in the WWF in 1986, 

“they are not the eyes of a man who cares about anyone but himself.”’ 

Roberts does what it takes to win. It sometimes means stretching the rules a bit. It 

always means using Damian as a means of intimidation. 


“He doesn’t have to take Damian out of his sack to be effective,’ Steamboat add-_ : As arulebreaker against Scott 
ed. “‘Just knowing he’s there is enough. Let me tell you something, having that thing: McGhee (bottom left), or as a fan 
wrapped around your body is no fun.” ! favorite wrapping his snake 
Nobody ever said it was. But, nonetheless, when Roberts puts Damian to work, the: around Rick Rude (below), Jake 
crowd cheers wildly. : Roberts has made a career of 


They are cheering a rulebreaker, but they just don’t know it. : confusing his followers. 
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NORMAN 


IRST OF ALL, there’s 

the name. It wasn’t very 

long ago at all when Norman was Nor- 
man the Lunatic. Men with a last name 
of “‘Lunatic”’ simply can’t be trusted. 
But it goes much deeper than that. 
Norman seems to have a split person- 
ality, and it is merely coincidence that 
the good side is now predominant. But 
remember when Norman first came to 
the NWA? He was vicious, evil, and 
certainly seemed to have a few screws 
loose. 

“T couldn’t trust him,” former man- 
ager Teddy Long said. ‘‘I gave him 
love, attention, a chance—all things he 
never had before, and he just turned his 
back on me. While everybody is feeling 
sorry for Norman, maybe they should 
think about what he did to poor ol’ 
Teddy Long.”’ 

Maybe not. But there are strong indi- 
cations that Norman’s personality can 
change in an instant: It can go from 


good to bad without warning. 

“I saw it countless times when I had 
him,”’ Long said. ‘‘I always had to be 
careful about how I talked to him be- 
cause he doesn’t have much of a mind. 
He just reacts.”” 

Long’s statements cannot be taken at 
face value. It has never been deter- 
mined whether Norman actually spent 
any time in an asylum. Nevertheless, 
Norman’s actions are those of a poten- 
tially dangerous man. 

The bottom line with Norman, how- 
ever, is that he is a very trusting—and 
very impressionable—individual. Long 
tells him to be evil, he is evil. Mike Ro- 
tundo helps him to be kind, he is kind. 
What will happen when Norman de- 
cides to take his career into his own un- 
stable hands? It is a thought that sends 
shivers down the spine. 


Norman the Lunatic bearhugs Brian Piliman (above). Just plain Norman 
clotheslines Cactus Jack (below). What's the difference? Norman is 
kinder now, but he’s still unpredictable. 
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“I can boil my opinion of Norman down to one word: idiot! This 
man is disgustingly misshapen, intellectually vacant, and athleti- 
cally devoid of any ability whatsoever. The only reason he’s still 
wrestling after | beat up on him so many times is because he’s 
too dumb to know when to quit. Probably too dumb to come in 
out of the rain, too.” 

—Kevin Sullivan 


“If you ask me, everybody has Norman all wrong. He’s not 
dumb, he’s just a loveable guy who wants to be left alone to 
wrestle, play with his toys, and just be himself. Sure, he’s very 
impressionable; we all saw that with Teddy Long’s interference in 
his career. But he’s on the right track now, and | think 1990 is 
gonna really be his year.’ 

z —Mike Rotundo 


“Let me tell you something, daddy, my brilliant managerial mind 
brought Norman into the NWA, and my brilliant managerial mind 
is going to destroy him. Nobody, and | mean nobody tums their 
back on Theodore R. Long and lives to tell the tale. Norman 
doesn’t want my management? Fine. I’ll show him firsthand what 
my management is capable of.’’ 


—Teddy Long 


“‘Norman’s a nice guy. | mean, he’s great! He’s my kind of guy, 
you know what | mean? Did | say he’s a nice guy? Well, he is. 
He’s terrific. | don’t think he’s the kind of guy to hold a grudge, 
and | don’t think he’s the kind of guy who would tum his back 
on a friend. Yeah, that’s it, he’s my friend. A good friend, too. 
Did | mention he’s a nice guy, too?” 


—Rick Steiner 


“Is there anybody in this world who understands why Norman 
would even think | might like him? Eeeee! Gross! He’s disgust- 
ing. Look at him! He’s all fat and hairy and greasy. | wouldn’t 
touch him even if | had a suit of armor on. Norman ought to take 
a good look in the mirror at himself. | only spend my time with 
real men; Norman is definitely not a real man.” 

—Woman 


Fans may cheer when Big Bossman 
stops Rick Rude’s exit from the cage 
(below), but how can they forget how 


BIG BOSSMAN 


UST BECAUSE HE’S wrestling Akeem ... just because Slick is on the 
other side . . . just because Big Bossman embraced the fans, does that mean 
we have to embrace him back? 

A quick review of the facts is in order. Big Bossman, previously known as Big 
Bubba Rogers, had always been a rulebreaker. Never was there ever a hint that he 
could be a fan favorite. 

He was hated in the NWA. He came to the WWF and was hated even more. He 
would handcuff opponents to the ropes and beat them with his nightstick. His actions 
infuriated fans and peers all over the country. 

Who can blame them? 

His thirst for violence was seemingly unquenchable. His attacks on Hulk Hogan are 
legendary. 

Bossman disavowed his rulebreaking ways, true. But not because he had a change 
of heart. It was because he didn’t receive the money promised him to brutalize another 
man. 

Aren’t we a little too quick to forgive? 

And any fan favorite that joins forces with Bossman is asking for his own demise. 

Bossman only thinks about himself. 

He followed the evil suggestions of Slick. He broke the rules. He brutalized oppo- 
nents mercilessly. Men don’t change so quickly; it’s hard to say if men can change at 
all. 

Hulk Hogan still doesn’t trust him; Hogan is a smart man. 

Now we must realize what Hogan knows: Big Bossman can’t be trusted. 


RODDY PIPER 


HE KING. NOBODY’S ever : 

called Roddy Piper that be- : 

fore, but we will. There are kings of every- ; 
thing. Piper is the King of Untrustworthiness. : 
Congratulations, Mr. ‘Rowdy Scot.”’ : 

“‘He’s a lunatic,”’ said Editor-in-Chief Stu: 
Saks. ‘‘Once we printed his name wrongina : 


story in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It came out 
Rodney Piper. He threatened our editors with 
bodily harm!”’ 


“‘He’s totally out of control,’”” Don Muraco : 


said. ‘‘People loved him and cheered him like 
crazy, then they’d call me a rulebreaker. Well, 
if you saw him destroy Adrian Adonis’ ‘Flow- 
er Shop’ set that one time, you’d know what 
he’s really all about. Piper has more than a 
few screws loose.’’ 

Indeed, his actions seem entirely arbitrary. 

He will put down anyone. He will do anything 
to make a buck. And when he made the cross- 
over from rulebreaker to fan favorite, people 
couldn’t believe it. 

“‘That made no sense,’’ Muraco said. 

“‘Here’s a guy who, for years, was absolutely 
hated by the fans, perhaps more so than any 
wrestler that ever lived. Then, all of a sudden, 
he was their hero.”’ 

The wrestlers were slow to accept Piper. 

Even Hulk Hogan kept his distance from Pip- 
er, knowing that the ‘‘Rowdy Scot’ could 
snap at any moment. Hogan, of course, was 
the man who benefited most from Piper’s 
change. 

“You could tell that Hogan didn’t quite 

trust him,’’ Muraco said. ‘“You know what? I 
think he still doesn’t trust him. Piper’s a mani- 
ac, plain and simple.” 

And a loner. Trusting him is a fool’s er- 

rand. It’s no wonder that only the fans love 
him; the wrestlers still know what they’re deal- 
ing with. 


40 


Roddy Piper’s 1984 feud with Jimmy Snuka (above) established 
him as a hated rulebreaker. His more recent encounters with Rick 
Rude (below) have helped give him unprecedented fan support. 
The “Rowdy Scot,” though, has switched between the good and 
bad sides. 


Mike Rotundo used to fight Norman (above); now they’re the best 
of friends. They also have common enemies, like Cactus Jack 


(below). 


MIKE ROTUNDO 


IKE ROTUNDO IS 
a nice guy. Wears a 
nautical captain’s hat to the ring. Tells 
the kids about the evils of drugs. It’s 
crazy for him to turn rulebreaker. 
Maybe not. 
A fan favorite and outstanding scien- 


tific wrestler for most of his career, Ro- 
tundo shocked the wrestling world sev- 
eral years ago by joining Kevin 
Sullivan’s Varsity Club. In the ensuing 
months, Rick Steiner learned that he 
couldn’t trust Rotundo. 

‘He stabbed me in the back,”’ said 
Steiner, a former member of the Club. 
“He made fun of me and always put 
the blame on me when we lost a match. 
In my face, he was a friend. But when I 
turned my back, he tried to undermine 
me.” 

Rotundo succeeded. In fact, Rotun- 
do tried to leave no doubt that he was 
the most important member of the Var- 
sity Club. Even worse, he showed total 
disrespect for the fans and for the rules 
he once followed so closely. 

“T couldn’t believe how he 
changed,”’ said Barry Windham, 
Rotundo’s former tag team partner. 
‘‘He was a different man, bitter, mean. 
He became what I became, too, but I 
always had a bit of the rulebreaker in 
me. I never knew it existed in Mike.’’ 

Again, that’s what makes Rotundo 
such a frightening character. We don’t 
know what sets him off. We don’t 
know why he became a rulebreaker; we 
only know he did the job very well. 

Maybe a little too well. 

We also know that Rotundo has it in 
him to be mean and despicable. We 
know he’s a backstabber. We don’t 
need to know any more. 
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EARTBREAKERS. 
THAT?’S A good word to 
describe Rick Morton and Robert Gib- 
son, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 
“They broke my heart,’’ said 17- 
year-old Cindy Nelson of Charlotte, 
North Carolina. ‘‘I loved those guys. 
But then everything changed. They left 
the NWA, they split up for a while, but 
the worst was when they became 
rulebreakers.”’ 
Maybe so. But for many Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express fans—and there are still 
many out there—the chance that their 
heroes might one day take off haunts 
them every day. 
You give your affections to a cou- 
ple of wrestlers, and they don’t seem to 
care,’’ said Michelle Brewster of Atlan- 
ta. “When they left the NWA, I was 
heartbroken. When I heard they were 
feuding with each other, I was stunned. 
You know, there was a time when 
Ricky and Robert really cared about 


Rick Morton and Robert Gibson shocked 
their loyal fans when they wrestled each 
other (above), but The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 

press is together again, here against Bud- 
dy Lee Parker (below). 


their fans. I don’t think that’s true 
anymore.” 

Morton and Gibson, naturally, insist 
they haven’t changed. 

“Everybody goes through rough pe- 
riods,’’ Morton said. ‘We went 
through ours, but that’s over. The fans 
can trust us. Our careers have always 
been devoted to the fans, and that’s not 
going to change now.”’ 

Unfortunately, the period from Jan- 
uary 1988 (when Ricky and Robert left 
the NWA) to late 1989 (when they fi- 
nally returned) will always haunt this 
team. They were wrestling’s vagabonds, 
men without a home and, it seemed, 
without a cohesive philosophy. It was a 
period of great turmoil. 

Maybe that stage of their lives is 

over. Unfortunately, we now know that 
Morton and Gibson aren’t the men we 
thought they were. And that’s a shame. 
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JOHN NORD 


OHN NORD .. . THE Barbarian. 

Craftily, and quite obviously, John 
Nord decided to leave off the Barbarian 
part when he became a fan favorite. 

But we haven’t forgotten, have we? 


Nord the Barbarian wanted to teach Kevin Von Erich a lesson (above). 
After dropping the Barbarian name, John Nord wanted to teach Col. 
DeBeers a lesson (below). 


He gave us this line about spending 
time in the Yukon, examining his per- 
sonality and his life. He talked about 
the great changes that came over him, 
and how he wanted to devote the rest 
of his career to following the rules and 
supporting the fans. 

John Nord. . . the Barbarian wants 
us to believe he is a good man, a kind- 
hearted man. He wants us to believe he 
has learned from his mistakes and will 
not repeat them. He wants us to believe 
that Nord the Barbarian is dead. 

But Nord the Barbarian lives. 

In his soul, in his mind, the seeds 
that planted the terror are still there. 
There can be no doubting that. He is 
huge and frightening. He can still tear 
apart an opponent with his bare hands. 

He is John Nord . . . the Barbarian. 

There was a time when Nord didn’t 
bother harnessing his vast power. He 
looked forward to simply tearing apart 
Opponents; it was his sole reason for 
wrestling. He wasn’t interested in titles, 
he was just interested in sheer brutality. 

Incredibly, that’s still true. When 
Nord returned, he didn’t vow to win a 
title. He vowed to clean up the AWA. 

Interpret that as you want. 

But remember, he is John Nord. . . 
the Barbarian. 


ERE THEY ARE: Two 

more fan favorites that 

once were among the most hated vil- 
lains in the sport. Does the list ever 
end? 

Is there a team or wrestler in the 
world that’s 100 percent pure? Unfor- 
tunately, such an animal doesn’t exist. 
The Hart Foundation. Jim Neidhart 
and Bret Hart: Hated WWF World tag 
team champions, beloved tag team 
challengers. Hated when Jimmy Hart 
was part of their evil clique, beloved 
when Hart took off. 


The Hart Foundation wasn’t above double-teaming Davey Boy 
— Smith (above). Jim Neidhart never asked for the fans’ support, 
Is that all there was? Is Jimmy Hart but he got it when he fought The Rougeaus (below). 


the sole reason The Hart Foundation 
was so hated? Or did it go deeper? 

It went deeper. 

They took double-teaming tactics to 
a new level of insidiousness. In many 
ways, they still do. They were brutal 
warriors who didn’t think twice about 
pounding an opponent to within an 
inch of his life. 

After they defeated The British Bull- 
dogs, they besmirched the integrity of 
the WWF tag team title. And when they 
lost the belts to Rick Martel and Tito 
Santana, it was a bright day for 
wrestling. 

Don’t believe anything else. 

They are brawlers with a touch of sci- 
entific skill, waiting to pounce on any 
opportunity to batter and bash an op- 
ponent. Don’t believe it? Just ask The 
Bolsheviks about WrestleMania VI. 
Face it, folks, the Harts never said 
they wanted to be fan favorites. You 
just made it that way. 

But the foundation hasn’t shifted. 


\ a Ee. \ 
The Simpsons didn’t trust Eric Embry when he was a rulebreaker (above), but 


they were glad when he took on P.Y. Chu-Hi (below) and the rest of Gen. 
Skandor Akbar’s army. 


ERIC EMBRY 


AN FAVORITE IN Texas. 
Rulebreaker in Florida. That 
should say it all. 

“He saved this federation,’” USWA 
fan Sharon Bevins said. ‘‘If not for 
him, Gen. Skandor Akbar and his cro- 
nies would be running the show, and 
that’d be the worst thing imaginable.” 

“He came here and I didn’t see one 
of the good things everybody talked 
about,’’ Florida wrestling fan Brad Da- 
vis said. ‘‘In my eyes, he just can’t be 
trusted.”’ 

But even USWA fans have reason to 
doubt Embry. 

A fan favorite at the start of his ca- 
reer, Embry got frustrated with failure 
and became a rulebreaker. 

The rulebreaking stage lasted many 
years and took Embry to the World 
Class area. There, he was hated by the 
fans, who chanted ‘“‘Erica! Erica!’’ to 
taunt him. But the rulebreaking era 
ended almost two years ago when Em- 
bry turned down Akbar’s offer to join 
his stable. 

A fan favorite, Embry didn’t act like 
one. When he lost a loser-leave-town 
match, he didn’t leave. 

Months later, Embry saved World 
Class from Akbar, but in doing so he 
stole the Texas spotlight from the Von 
Erich family. 

Instead of honoring Embry, maybe 
we should realize that his actions were 
part of a plot to undermine the Von 
Erichs. 


‘*He’s done a great job down here, 
but I always try to keep an eye on what 
he’s doing,”’ Kerry Von Erich said. 
“You can never be too careful.” 

And with Embry, you never know 
what’s going to happen next. 
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HULK HOGAN 


ACATION. AFTER MORE 

than four years as WWF 
World champion, Hulk Hogan 
needed a vacation when he lost 
the title in February 1988 and 
failed to regain it seven weeks lat- 
er at WrestleMania IV. 

The vacation was relaxing and 
refreshing. It gave him time to re- 
flect and restructure many of his 
ring philosophies. It made him a 
better wrestler. It ultimately made 
him a two-time WWF World 
champion. 

But what now? 

On April 1, 1990, at WrestleMa- 
nia VI, Hogan’s second World title 
reign ended with a pinfall loss to 
The Ultimate Warrior. This time, 
however, the option of vacation 
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isn’t available to Hogan. Vacation, 
in fact, is out of the question. 

This is no time for relaxation, 
this is a time for work. Hogan has 
reached a crossroads in his ca- 
reer, and the course he takes will 
decide his entire future. 

One road leads back to the 
WWF World title. It means _peti- 
tioning WWF President Jack Tun- 
ney for the rematch Tunney has 
vowed not to grant. 

Another road leads to the ring, 
but in a much different role. In- 
stead of going after the title, Ho- 
gan would support the Warrior in 


After losing the WWF title to Ultimate War- 
rior, Hulk Hogan has some big choices to 
make. What he decides will not only affect 
his future, but the sport’s future as well. 
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Hulk Hogan’s second 
WWE World title 
reign came to an end 
at WrestleMania VI, 
but his career will go 
on. In which direction 
will it head? Read this 
Wrestling Superstars 
analysis and find out! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


his current reign. Meanwhile, Ho- 
gan would wrestle top contenders 
for the title, without being a con- 
tender himself. 

The next road is golden and 
lined with glitter and fame. It leads 
to Hollywood and a career in mo- 
tion pictures. Hogan has already 
had important roles in two movies 
(Rocky Ill and No Holds Barred) 
and knows the excitement a mov- 
ie career can bring. For Hogan, it 
would also be extremely lucrative. 

Then there is the road that 
leads down Main Street in 
Disneyland. Hogan has reportedly 
been offered an exclusive contract 
by Disney to appear in motion pic- 
tures and be a spokesman. This, 
again, would propel Hogan to new 


heights of stardom as his fame 
reaches even further across the 
planet. 

The final road has a sign read- 
ing “Do Not Enter.” It is the road 
to retirement and a life out of the 
public eye. That is the road Ho- 
gan must not, and will not, take. 

“It’s also unlikely that he'll take 
any time off,” WWF expert Thom- 


& 
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as Pilliard said. “The last thing 
Hogan needs now is a vacation. 
Sure, he lost to the Warrior, but 
he wrestled a great match. Re- 
member WrestleMania IV when 
Hogan and Andre the Giant had 
that double-disqualification in the 
title tournament? Hogan wrestled 
terribly in that match. This is a 
totally different situation.” 


Hogan may decide to help the Warrior fight the WWF's rulebreakers rather than push for a 


rematch, though he has clearly indicated he wants to wrestle Warrior again. 
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Movie producers, especially, do 
not want Hogan to disappear from 
the spotlight for any length of 
time. Hogan’s performance and 
postmatch actions at WrestleMa- 
nia VI made him a more respect- 
ed star than ever before. 

“He showed me something that 
night,” one Hollywood producer 
said. ‘He showed he’s not all 
ego. Just by handing over the belt 
to the Warrior and not protesting 
the match—he could’ve, you 
know—Hogan showed that he is 
willing to step aside. That’s a very 
human quality | think people liked. 
Listen, he’d be a very easy sell in 
Hollywood. Maybe No _ Holds 
Barred wasn’t great, but that was 
a bad movie. He needs quality 
movies with quality parts. Even 
the best actor in Hollywood 
wouldn't have made that movie 
work.” 

Hogan has hinted several times 
that ring retirement is a possibility. 
He is said to be satisfied with his 
career and does not see what can 
be gained by a third WWF World 
title reign, although it’s something 
that has never been done before. 

The only thing that could keep 
Hogan in the ring is his desire to 
beat the Warrior once. Think 
about it: Warrior is the only man 
in wrestling with an edge on Ho- 
gan. He is 1-0; Hogan is 0-1. That 
might be something Hogan 
doesn’t want to live with. 

“It's a dark smudge on his 
record,’ former WWF champion 
Bob Backlund said. “If you know 
Hogan, and | know him, it’s 
something he can’t live with. Per- 
sonally, | think he would’ve been 
nore likely to retire if he kept the 
title at WrestleMania VI. Then he 
could’ve put it down and said, 
‘lm retiring as champion. | beat 
the best.’ Now he can’t say that, 
and | think he’ll be back.” 

Backlund isn’t the only one that 
expects Hogan to stay in the ring. 
In an informal poll of several doz- 
en wrestlers, 68 percent said they 
expect Hogan to remain in the 


sport and go after the WWF 
World title. 

“It's the only thing he really 
knows,” one wrestler said. ‘‘He’s 
not an actor, he’s proved that. 
He’s a wrestler, and a very com- 
petitive one.” 

Meanwhile, Hogan’s post-Wres- 


tleMania VI activity has been limit- 
ed to matches against Earth- 
quake. Hogan is angered by the 
Earthquake’s actions over the 
past few months, and is outraged 
that Earthquake is taking credit 
for weakening Hogan and setting 
him up for Warrior’s title victory. 


In Japan, just a few days after WrestleMania VI, Hogan wrestled—and beat—Stan Hansen 
(above). No Holds Barred (below) was Hogan’s first starring role in a movie. There is a 


possibility he may quit the ring to make more movies. His fans hope he’ll do both. 


Now, with a Warrior rematch de- 
nied, Hogan is using his time to 
stop the Earthquake. 

But what happens next? 

The current WWF roster holds 
few challenges for the ‘‘Hulkster.”’ 
He has already beaten Randy 
Savage, Curt Hennig, and Ted Di- 
Biase. Rick Martel is hardly a 
challenge. Neither is The Warlord 
or Bad News Brown. There is 


really nothing left for the 
“Hulkster”’ to accomplish. 
That’s why Hogan’s next 


course seems clear: He will take 
the path to Hollywood, probably 
as a representative of Disney. 
Some time next year, he will re- 
ceive an offer from the WWF to 
return to the ring and wrestle The 
Ultimate Warrior at WrestleMania 
Vil. 

His star will shine brighter. By 
staying in the public eye, he will 
assure that his on-screen value is 
not diminished. By taking the path 
to Hollywood, he will assure that 
his one chance for celluloid fame 
is not spoiled. 

_ Hulk Hogan: movie star. Hulk 
Hogan: wrestling star. 

The course seems clear. The 
road to the future leads both 
ways. C 
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Arn Anderson and the 
Horsemen combined 
to sideline Sting, but 

Sting took no pleasure 

when Arn himself was 
sidelined with a back 

injury. Was Sting 
being sportsmanlike, 
or did he have 
something else in 
mind? 


By Andy Rodriguez 


EVENGE? WELL, EVERYBODY 
knows the old saying: It’s sweet. 
It's exactly what Sting had in mind 
for Ric Flair, Ole Anderson, and Arn 
Anderson. 
~ But one of them got away. 

Back on February 6, the two An- 
dersons and Flair dealt Sting a ca- 
reer-threatening injury. Their attacks 
during and immediately after Clash 
of the Champions X sidelined Sting 
with a ruptured left kneecap.. Sur- 
gery was successful, but Sting is still 
out of commission and probably 
won't be back in the ring until at 
least August. 

So Sting sat on the sidelines and 
plotted revenge. 

He figured out a way to win the 
title from Flair. ; 

He figured out a way to teach Ole 
and Arn a lesson. 

Then Arn went ahead and busted 
up his back. Poor Arn, right? 

Poor Arn ... rilight. 

“If you're asking me if I’m happy 
about what happened to Arn, let me 
answer it this way,” Sting says. “I 
don’t take pleasure in other people's 
pain. There are some people for 
whom | reserve more sympathy than 
others, but | never celebrate injury. 
That’s not the way | am. That's the 
way they are, | know that, but not 
me. 

“I can't find happiness in Arn An- 
derson’s pain.” 
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“| CAN'T FIND 
HAPPINESS IN 


ARN ANDERSON’S 
PAIN” 


It's no secret that Sting has absolute 
contempt for Arn Anderson. However, 
Sting refuses to gloat over Anderson’s 
back injury, even though Anderson 
contributed to Sting’s knee injury. 


Sting further his 
feelings. 

“Arn, Ole, and Flair really did a 
job on my knee. | hold them person- 
ally responsible for what happened. 
I’m sitting here, wasting my time, 
and it’s all their fault. | still don’t 
know why they did it. | sometimes 
don’t understand why people do 
what they do. 

“But | would've liked to have got- 
ten revenge my own way. Listen, my 
first reaction when | heard that Arn 
fractured his back was, ‘Good, he 
deserves it.’ And, you know, there’s 
nothing quite like back pain. | guar- 
antee you that he’s in a lot worse 
shape than | am. 

“But | would've liked to teach him 
a lesson on my own. | didn’t want to 
take care of him with a three-on-one 
attack. My plan was to deal with 
each of them, one on one, not the 
cowardly way that they took care of 
me. | wanted to show Arn what I’m 
made of. Now he’s out, and | didn’t 
have anything to do with it.” 

Sting’s statements reflect his tre- 
mendous desire, competitive _ in- 
stinct, and sense of sportsmanship. 
But nobody would have faulted him 
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explained 


At Wrestle War ’90, Lex Luger and the Steiners saved Sting from the Horsemen’s wrath 


(top). Just a few days before the Horsemen’s initial attack on Sting, Sting and Anderson 


tagged up against Dragon Master (above). 


in the least had he reacted with glee 
to Anderson’s predicament. 

“1 know that’s the way / felt,” 
Luger said. “! hope Arn’s in a good 
deal of pain, because he deserves it. 
| don’t care if | did it, if somebody 


else did it, or if he did it himself, 
he’s not getting any sympathy from 
me.” 

And, not surprisingly, Arn isn’t 
asking for any sympathy. 

“| don’t care what they think,” 


Am’s misfortune. 


Arn said. “Sting isn’t happy about 
my injury? Well, | don’t care. How 
does that affect me? Luger is happy 
about it? Well, of course. He 
couldn't do anything by himself. All | 
know is that I'll be back. And when | 
am, | don’t care how Sting or Luger 


Whether he was fighting him (top), or teaming with him (above), Sting always had a certain 
degree of respect for Anderson. That is part of the reason why Sting can’t take pleasure in 


reacted, I'll get them both.” 
Doctors warn, however, that Arn’s 
injury could affect him for the rest of 
his career. Back injuries are extreme- 
ly difficult to cure. In many cases, 
only prolonged rest can do the job. 
“In some cases, the slightest strain 


can cause reinjury,” said orthopedic 
specialist Dr. Ralph J. Warner. “The 
vertebrae are very delicate. It is im- 
portant that proper measures are 
taken to prevent reinjury. In the case 
of a herniated disk, which Anderson 
has, we are dealing with a very pain- 
ful injury, so the idea of wrestling 
while injured cannot even be consid- 
ered. It wouldn't shock me if he nev- 
er wrestled again.” 

Warner, however, doesn’t seem to 
realize how tough Arn Anderson is. 

“He'll be back,” Flair predicted. “If 
| know my man, once the adrenaline 
starts flowing, once he gets tired of 
being on the sidelines, he'll be right 
back in this ring, and he'll be here 
because this is his life. I’m proud of 
what Arn has done for me. He’s too 
good a man to give up now.” 

Ole Anderson agreed. 

“It's in the Anderson blood to 
never give up, never surrender,” Ole 
said. “As for Sting, well, you can call 
Sting a sportsman, if you like, but | 
think he’s afraid to gloat. He knows 
what will happen to him.” 

Unfortunately, Flair and the Ander- 
sons don’t know what Sting is made 
of. Sting is a young superstar who 
was on the verge of immortality 
when he was detoured by the 
Horsemen. If the Horsemen are to 
hold off Sting’s eventual assault, 
they'll need Arn Anderson at full 
strength. 

That’s not likely to happen. 

In fact, with Ole rarely wrestling 
and, instead, spending most of his 
time managing The Minnesota 
Wrecking Crew Il, there’s every pos- 
sibility that Flair will be on his own 
when Sting returns. 

And maybe that’s why Sting isn’t 
gloating over Arn’s injury. 

Sting wants Flair 
Anderson. 

He wants the World title ... not 
the TV championship. 

Sting has set his sights, and Arn 
Anderson isn’t even in the picture. 

The bottom line: Sting won't find 
happiness until the NWA World title 
is his. It’s not so much a question of 
revenge as it is a matter of justice. 
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not Arn 


learn whether Muta is the superstar 
of the ‘90s, or a disappointment who 
never fulfilled his potential. 
SAMANTHA WELTON 
Haledon, NJ 
[Editor’s note: Muta is indeed wres- 
tling in Japan at this time, and has 
no plans to return to the States in 
the near future.] 


LEX-CITING 

| would like to let you know how 
impressed | was by the performance 
of Lex Luger in his title fight against 
Ric Flair on February 25 at Wrestle 
War ’90. | thought Luger was a heart- 
less and cruel man, but | was wrong. 
He showed that he does have a 
heart. He gave up the chance of win- 
ning the belt, but he gave that up to 
help Sting. Sting’s knee and career 
could have been ruined that night, 
but thanks to Luger he may have 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 5) 


another chance. 

Even though Sting is my favorite 
wrestler, Luger has moved up on my 
list of favorites. | want to say “thank 
you” to Luger and give all my love 
and get-well wishes to Sting. 


LORI CHRISTOPHER ~ 


Akron, OH 


NO CLASS AT ALL 

The member of the class of 1980, 
as you called them in your Summer 
1990 issue (10 Years Later: Whatever 
Happened To The Class of 1980?”), 
are indeed an impressive bunch of 
athletes. However, only two of the 
five, David Sammartino and Mag- 
num T.A., have been true examples 
of class in the other sense of the 
world. 

As for Curt Hennig, Terry Taylor, 
and Barry Windham, | can take them 
or leave them. Hennig makes me 
laugh the way he insists he should 
still be called “Mr. Perfect.” As for 
Taylor, that “Red Rooster” act is 
Starting to wear thin. Then there’s 
Windham. Sure, he's a 
“Widowmaker”: He made himself a 


1 widow from his talent. 


| wish Sammartino and Magnum 
all the luck in the world. The others 
will have to find their own luck. 


DANIELLE NOVAK 
Kenosha, WI 


Lex Luger was thought of as a heartless 
and cruel man by reader Lori Christopher, 
until he saved Sting from further injury at 
the hands of the Horsemen. 


ROCK, ROCK, ROCKERS 
| really enjoy your magazine. | 
wish, though, you would do a 
centerfold on my favorite tag team: 
The Rockers. They were superb at 
London Arena against the Rougeau 
brothers a while ago. In my opinion, 
(Continued on page 56) 


I David Sammartino takes down Larry Zbyszko. Reader Danielle Novak points to Sammartino 
=f as an example of the class found in the class of 1980. 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 54) 


in tion 


they are the most talented, most 

popular, and certainly the best-look- 

ing tag team. Give credit where cred- 
it is due. 

NATALIE PAYNE 

Essex, England 


TRICKY MANEUVERS 

Your “Special Section: Wrestling’s 
Greatest Finishing Maneuvers” (Sum- 
mer 1990) was tremendous! | had a 
hard time trying to decide which 
move | liked best. But after giving it 
a lot of thought, | settled on Scott 
Steiner's “Frankensteiner.” 

Sure, it’s a pretty move to watch, 
but that’s not why | chose it. | 
picked it because it works. When 
Scott catches an opponent in the 
“Frankensteiner,” the poor man may 
as well give up, because there’s no 
way he'll win! 

I'm sure Scott put a lot of time 
and effort into making that hold as 
effective as it is. He's used it to win 
a tag team title with his brother, 
Rick, and I’m sure he'll use it to 
capture a major singles champion- 
ship very soon. 


The “Frankensteiner.” It’s scarier 
than Frankenstein! 

MARY LANVILLE 

Mt. Prospect, IL 


ANOTHER COVER-UP 

This letter is written in response to 
your article ‘Exclusive Investigation: 
WWF Tag Team Title Cover-Up!” 
(Spring 1990). What's the big deal? 
It's not the first time the WWF aired 
a title change a month after it actual- 
ly took place. On October 7, 1988, in 
Paris, France, Rockin’ Robin was 
crowned the WWF women’s champi- 
on after she pinned Sensational 
Sherri. This was not shown to WWF 
fans until November 8 on the USA 
Network, one month later. 

Why wasn’t there an article on 
this? This happened long before The 
Brain Busters lost the tag belts to 
Demolition. The WWF apparently 
doesn’t recognize the women’s title 
anymore, but during its time, that 
title was no less important than the 
tag team title. 

STEVE WALLES 
Stoneham, MA (] 
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that’s been true. But I’ve changed 
now, and Billy should be bright 
enough to see that. Perhaps, with 
time, he’ll come back to. his 
senses.” 

HE WWF's INITIAL foray into 

Japan turned out to be a suc- 
cessful one as more than 50,000 
fans witnessed the the first-ever 
joint WWF/New §Japan/All-Japan 
wrestling card on April 13 at the 
Tokyo Dome. 

In the main event of the spec- 
tacular card, Hulk Hogan re- 
bounded from his WrestleMania 
VI title loss to The Ultimate War- 
rior by defeating rugged veteran 
Stan Hansen. Hansen was filling 
in for Terry Gordy, who was origi- 
nally scheduled to wrestle Hogan 
but pulled out at the last minute. 
Hogan ducked away from a Han- 
sen lariat, gave the Texan a 
clothesline of his own, and pinned 
him to win the violent battle. 

Other matches on the card saw 
several surprising results. Jake 
Roberts, a frequent tag team part- 
ner of Big Bossman’s during the 
past several months, took on the 
former corrections officer and 


pinned him after delivering a 
DDT. Andre the Giant and Japa- 


champions Demolition. 


nese legend Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba 
teamed up for the first time and 
won a non-title match against 
WWF World tag team champions 
Demolition. 

The Ultimate Warrior took a re- 
markably easy victory from Ted 
DiBiase by delivering a series of 
clotheslines and a splash. Jumbo 
Tsuruta and Haku defeated Rick 
Martel and Curt Hennig; Tsuruta, 
Martel, and Hennig are all former 
AWA World champions. 

“The WWF was very pleased 
with the response it received 
while in Japan,’ said a source 
close to the federation. “The Jap- 
anese people were very excited 
about this card because they got 
to see many wrestlers that they 
had only heard about in the past. 
Plus, this was Hogan’s first ap- 
pearance in Japan for almost five 
years, and that was an event in 
itself. I'm sure the WWF will re- 
turn to the Orient again very soon. 
Their stars proved they could be a 
big attraction there.” 

ALLY KARBO HAS been 
named commissioner of the 
Ladies Professional Wrestling As- 
sociation, and the announcement 
couldn’t have come at a better 
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On the joint WWF/New Japan/All-Japan card in Tokyo, Andre the Giant and Shohei “'Giant” 
Baba teamed for the first time and won a non-title match against WWF World tag team 


\e 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie was fined $5,000 by 
new LPWA commissioner Wally Karbo for 
his attack on his own protege, Sheba. 
time. Karbo’s first act as commis- 
sioner was to fine Sheik Adnan 
Al-Kaissie $5,000 for his attack on 
his protege, Sheba, during a 
mixed tag team match against 
Adrian Street and Miss Linda in 
Laughlin, Nevada. 

Al-Kaissie attacked Sheba after 
she was pinned by Linda to lose 
the match. Enraged, the Arabian 
manager pummeled his protege 
with fists until Sgt. Slaughter ran 
him away from the ringside area. 

“This was one of the most bar- 
baric and senseless attacks I’ve 
ever seen,” said Karbo when 
making the announcement of the 
fine. “Al-Kaissie has no right to 
put his hands on anybody, let 
alone a woman. Let this be a 
warning to him. If he ever touches 
another female wrestler, he’ll be 
suspended from this federation for 
life.” 

The attack on Sheba, however, 
seems to have changed her life in 
a positive way. She is now wres- 
tling under her real name, Shelly 
Francis, and she’s also vowing to 
rid the LPWA of Al-Kaissie. 

“| was wrong to put my career 
in the hands of such a man,” said 
Francis, actually a native of Bos- 
ton. “Now, I’m on my own, and 
the biggest thing | want ‘is re- 
venge on the Sheik. And I’ve got 
some new friends in Misty Blue 
and Heidi Lee Morgan who can 
help me get it.” 0 
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When 


INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 25) 


the situation looks bad for Flair, 


Woman comes to the rescue with her 
spiked heels. She says her relationship with 
Flair is strictly business, nothing more. 


with scorn. His only mistake 
was bad judgment. 

As I was saying, it’s incredible 
that a loser, a mental case like 
Norman, can even think I'd as- 
sociate with him, Did you see 
that picture he drew? What a 
piece of garbage! 

Do you realize how long he 
worked on that portrait? It was 
a labor of love. You're being 
cruel. 

I’m being realistic. That’s all 
I've ever been. When Doom 
failed me at Starreade, I was 
realistic and realized that even / 
couldn’t take them anywhere. 
Now I know where my bread is 
buttered. I know what I can do 


WSS: 


WSS: 
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GET FIT TODAY— 


THE ONE-ON-ONE WAY! 
ROK I tk I 


they can do for me. Most im- 
portantly, we’ve got a nice little 
business arrangement going. It’s 
mutually satisfying. And it’s go- 
ing to be long-lasting. 

Maybe so, but with you, Wom- 
an, I can’t imagine that any- 
thing is long-lasting. 

Think what you wish, but re- 
member this: I always get what 
I want. Maybe I go about it in 
my own way, but I'll achieve 
my goal, and that’s to become 
a power in the NWA. I’m well 
on my way. 


: Do you have any plans to 


branch out? 
Well, I was thinking of opening 
my own boutique ... 


: No, no. I mean branch out in 


wrestling. Do you want to man- 
age anyone else besides the 
Horsemen? 

I don’t want to tip my hand, 
but I will say this: You'll be 
surprised by some of the things 
I have planned. But that’s the 
future. Right now, the Horse- 
men are enough to handle. I 
won't be satisfied until every 
member of the Horsemen has a 
title of his own. And with their 
history, there won't be too long 
a wait for that to happen. 

I still can’t believe that a griz- 
zled veteran like Ole Anderson 
would let you within 500 yards 
of the Horsemen. 

Ole is one of the most intelli- 
gent men I’ve ever met. He re- 
alizes that when something 
works, you stick with it. He 
knows having me around has 
definitely helped the Horsemen 
win, and if there’s one thing 
Ole Anderson is, it’s a winner. 
So why should he be bothered 
by my presence? I’m only going 
to make him look good when I 
lead the Horsemen to their ulti- 
mate destiny, Then you and ey- 
erybody else will finally have to 
admit that I am what I’ve al- 
ways said I was: the best. Sim- 
ply the best. Oo 


You don’t have to just be another face in the crowd. Get in shape the 
best way possible—one on one, with either the Personal Trainer 
Series, or “Body By Jake’s” Jake Steinfeld. 

Don’t delay—start on the road to fitness today! 


#1 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: 
LEVEL ONE—THE START 
$24.95/46 Min./MCA Home Video 


#2 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: 
LEVEL TWO—INTERMEDIATE 
$24.95/55 Min./MCA Home Video 


Gold's Gym, a recognized leader in the 
world of health and fitness, presents a 
unique way to shape and tone your body at 
home. Gold’s Gym Personal Trainer Series 
gives you the workout you've been looking 
for. . . for the body you've always wanted. 


#3 BODY BY JAKE: DON’T QUIT 
$24.95/55 Min./MCA Home Video 


#4 BODY BY JAKE: 
ENERGIZE YOURSELF 
$24.95/60 Min./MCA Home Video 


For the first time on videotape, Hollywood’s 
“Trainer To. The Stars,” Jake Steinfeld, 
shows you the smokin’ exercise routines 
that keep clients like Morgan Fairchild, Mar- 
got Kidder, Teri Garr, and Harrison Ford 
looking great. Get in shape and have a 
good time! 
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| Send To: 

| T.V. Sports Video Inc, 
| Box 1672 

| Greenwich, CT 06836 
| _ Visa Or MasterCard 

| Call Toll Free: 

| 1-800-729-0360 

| Please indicate 

| method of payment: 

| 
| 

| 
j 


1 #1 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: 


LEVEL ONE—THE START $24.95 | 
[#2 PERSONAL TRAINER SERIES: | 
LEVEL TWO—INTERMEDIATE $24.95 | 
(#3 BODY BY JAKE: DON'T QUIT $24.95 | 


C0 #4 BODY BY JAKE: ENERGIZE YOURSELF _ $24.95 r 
Plus $3 Postage & Handling For Each Video | 


Total i 

( Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports Video) | 

MAGS? 8S ee eS ee | 

3) Master Gatch # St as | 
Expiration Date: — 

VHS FORMAT ONLY Fatt 

| 

| 

State _____ Zip | 


I (Allow up to four weeks for delivery. Offer good in U.S. only. Foreign orders must include $6 for each tape or- | 
| dered to cover air mail postage and handling. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL; only Unit- | 
| ed States NTSC system compatible. Only defective videos may be returned for credit.) 
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All the back issues of the ORIGINAL Wres- 
tling Revue listed for sale in this advertise- 
ment were edited and published by Stan- 
ley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue 
in 1959 and sold his interests in the maga- 
zine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
issues have been sold by private collec- 
tors for as much as $75 per copy. This is 
a special opportunity for those of you who 
collect and treasure truly fine wrestling 
magazines of great historic importance— 
at a price you can afford. Most of these 
issues contain magnificent, full-color pin- 
up portraits of the world’s greatest wres- 
tlers. The supply of these collectible 
trasures is very limited—order today and 
avoid disappointment! 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


CIFALL 1961 
CIDECEMBER 1961 
CIFEBRUARY 1962 
CIAPRIL 1962 
LIJUNE 1962 
CODECEMBER 1963 
LOFEBRUARY 1964 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE $5 EACH 


AND SEND TO: 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please rush the issues of WRESTLING 
REVUE checked. I am enclosing $5.00 
for each copy. 

In the event my first choices are sold out, 


| will accept the following substitutes 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE zip 

For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every 

back issue ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for every back is- 
Sue ordered airmail. Int'l money order only. Allow 3-4 weeks 

for delivery. 
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Sgt. Slaughter surprised many experts when he received a number-five seed in the tourna- 
ment, so those same experts weren’t surprised when Sarge lost in the first round. 


Tournament. 

Wrestler reaction was ecstatic. Even 
grapplers with little chance of inclusion 
in the 64man field applauded its 
concept. 

“Tt gives me something to shoot 
for,” said Junkyard Dog. “Instead of 
jockeying hopelessly for title shots that 
will never come, I know that if I can 
put a streak together, I can make the 
tournament. And once you’re in, any- 
thing can happen.” 

The tournament (and the in-the- 
works network contract) would give 
wrestlers international exposure to a 
vast audience. It would add millions of 
dollars into the coffers of federation 
owners. But the ones benefiting the 
most were the fans. The International 
Wrestling Tournament would provide 
loyal wrestling fans with matchups of 
which they had previously only 


Only federation champions earned 
automatic berths into the tournament. 
After that, invitations were left entirely 
in the hands of an eight-man selection 
committee who, under the stern guid- 
ance of Bradley (he was determined 


not to allow the tournament to be re- 
duced to a popularity contest), estab- 
lished two straightforward criteria for 
selection: 1—Won/lost record, 2— 
Quality of competition based on oppo- 
nents’ won/lost records. 

Dusty Rhodes didn’t make it. Nei- 
ther did Ronnie or Jimmy Garvin, 
Kevin Von Erich, Jimmy Snuka, or 
Baron Von Raschke. A furor erupted 
when Sgt. Slaughter was ranked fifth 
in the Eastern bracket—many wrestlers 
felt Slaughter’s enormous name recog- 
nition swayed the committee’s decision, 
an opinion fueled when the ex-Marine 
was eliminated in the first round by 
PWF champion Steve Keirn. 
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Wrestling fans were in heaven. Car- 
los Colon upset The Great Muta. Bri- 
an Pillman nearly pinned heavily fa- 
vored Genichiro Tenryu before falling 
to the Japanese master. It took Bret 
Hart almost a full hour to defeat a 
battered but not bowed Terry Gordy. 
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As Turner had predicted, the tour- 
nament mobilized not only the wres- 


tling community, but the entire coun- 
try. People not inclined to watch 
wrestling chose names and rooted for 
their favorites. Office betting pools 
were rampant. As TV ratings climbed 
with each passing round, McMahon 
faxed Turner a simple message: 
“Don’t you ever get tired of being 


It took an inspired Tenyru only four 
incredible minutes to defeat Lex Luger 
and earn a berth in the semifinals. 
Luger offered no excuses for his per- 
formance, saying simply, ‘‘I lost to a 
better man tonight.” 

The Ultimate Warrior earned the 
right to battle Tenyru in the first semi- 
final match by pinning Hulk Hogan in 
a match that was a virtual replica of 
their classic confrontation at Wrestle- 
Mania VI. ‘The Warrior of the myste- 
rious east meets the Warrior from the 
mysterious west,’’ the Warrior mum- 
bled in a postmatch interview. Hogan 
best embodied the tournament’s con- 
cept when he told his Hulkamaniacs to 
“set ready for some re-Hulkanizing, 
because I’m coming back next year to 
win the whole thing!’ 

The other semifinal pitted NWA 
World champion Ric Flair against 
tournament surprise Bret Hart. Flair 
battled Stan Hansen for more than an 
hour in the quarterfinal; Hansen, suf- 
fering from exhaustion and dehydra- 
tion, finally passed out in center ring, 
where Flair touched him for the pin. 
Afterward, Hansen vowed to give up 
beer and chili as training tools. 

Hart emerged victorious in his war 
against Randy Savage in what fans and 
press alike dubbed the tournament’s 
best match yet. 
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The Rose Bowl seemed to literally 
overflow as more than 103,000 rabid 
wrestling fans sent volleys of cheers 
into the soft Southern California twi- 
light. In center ring, Bill Bradley ad- 
(Continued on page 64) 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM 


rain 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’s greatest superstars and be featured on the 
cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it's easy—you don't have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling’s 
toughest feuds . . . you don’t even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 

All you’ve got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 

FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy 


your room or office 
The low price of only $19.95 (plus $2.00 


shipping and handling) includes your photo on 
the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the 


framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 
(plus $2.00 shipping and handling) 

It's the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
your gift list 

Order yours today! 


(---------------: 
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aminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality 


lucite frame. And you can order additional 


MAIL TO: 

FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
P.O. Box 747 

Windermere, Florida 32786 


Sirs: Please put me on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | have enclosed a clearly 


focused, color photograph that I'd like to have reproduced on a cover. | understand that my » 


photo will be returned in its original condition, along with my Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
(payable to FOTOZINES) for the amount as indicated below: 


ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 


FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 

Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 

POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($2.00 per item) $ 

Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 
TOTAL: $ 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 

( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 

( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 


YOUR SIGNATURE: 
Allow 3-4 weeks:for delivery. 
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ONLY $3.00 EACH 


WRESTLING 84-89 


Printed entirely on slick paper, each magnificent issue 
is jam-packed with at least 16 pages of full-color photos 
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CD SUMMER/89 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: ONLY 
T. “ft ane 
BO $3.00 EACH 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ U.S. FUNDS as 
payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
Name 
Address Apt. 
City 
State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
$3.00 for every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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(Continued from page 63) 


dressed the crowd. 

“When I was a ballplayer, I had no 
patience for long-winded introductions 
from guys wearing suits. You’ve all 
waited too long for this tournament. I 
hope you enjoy it.” 

Bradley exited to a tumultuous 
standing ovation that overwhelmed the 
ring introductions for the night’s first 
match. 

Both Ultimate Warrior and 
Genichiro Tenryu appeared oblivious 
to the huge crowd. Warrior was also 
immune to every offensive thrust at- 
tempted by the Japanese. strategist. 
Tenryu repeatedly bounced off his 
massive opponent and offered feeble 
resistance to the Warrior’s power 
moves. A monstrous gorilla-press slam 
ended Tenyru’s foreign bid for number 
one and catapulted Warrior into the 
finals. 

Bret Hart was clearly the crowd fa- 
vorite, as his road to the finals was the 
most difficult. Besides Gordy and Say- 
age, Hart defeated Jerry Lawler and 
Kerry Von Erich to gain a showdown 
against Ric Flair. Alas, yet another up- 
set was' not to be. Flair, plucking bril- 
liant maneuvers from his vast arsenal, 
rolled the spunky ‘“‘Hitman’’ into a 
small package after 46 minutes of furi- 
ous grappling and earned the right to 
square off against Ultimate Warrior. 


Could two wrestlers be cut from 
more varying cloth? Where Warrior is 
all stone and steel, Flair is velvety 
smooth. Warrior outpowers, 
outmuscles, and outoomphs his oppo- 
nents; Flair uses the ring like a singles’ 
bar, quietly seducing opponents into 
his web of skill and treachery. Or so 
we thought. When they met in center 
ring, it was Flair who challenged War- 
rior to a test of strength. Warrior, 
nonplussed, reached for Flair’s hand 
and twisted it into a perfect hammer- 
lock. He brought Flair to his knees 
with a takedown that would be the 


envy of any collegiate grappler. Flair 
muscled his way out from underneath 
Warrior and sent the Ultimate one fly- 
ing with a precise dropkick to the jaw. 
“That’s more like it,’’ said Vince Mc- 
Mahon, who supplied blow-by-blow to 
more than 200,000 American service- 
men worldwide. ‘‘That should wake 
Ultimate Warrior right up. Often, it 
takes a shot in the head to clear the 
senses.”” 

While our military forces were wish- 
ing that someone would give Junior a 
shot in the head, Flair continued his 
domination. Over the next 15 minutes, 
brain took brawn to school as Flair 
stunned Warrior with a deft mixture of 
aerial and ground maneuvers. Short 
punches to Warrior’s ribcage left him 
gasping for breath. A headlock—it 
could have been a sleeper—drained 
much of the color from Warrior’s 
face. When Flair clamped on his fig- 
ure-four leglock, cries of anguish arose 
from Warrior fans. 

Did their man have the strength to 
break the hold? McMahon, fighting a 
losing battle for objectivity, cried, 
‘Warrior must get to the ropes. 
C’mon, Ultimate, reach for those 
ropes.” 

Suddenly, a large snap startled the 
crowd around ringside. Two young 
Warrior fans, mistaking the noise for 
Warrior’s leg being cracked, fainted. 
The source of the noise became clear 
when Hulk Hogan rose from his ring- 
side seat and whipped Warrior’s WWF 
title belt against the ground again. 
“C’mon, Warrior,’”’ Hogan screamed. 
“You're fighting for the honor of the 
WWF. Summon that Ultimate 
strength, big buddy. Destroy this plati- 
num-headed geek.” 

Warrior’s body shook and expand- 
ed. He stared at his WWF colleague 
and winked his eyes. Hogan, reas- 
sured, returned the wink and sat down. 
McMahon, rejoicing, spit into the ears 
of servicemen around the world: 
“With the help of the ‘Hulkster,’ War- 
rior has summoned the Ultimate source 
of his strength.” 

What Warrior did, in fact, was flick 
Flair from the ring with a heave of his 

(Continued on page 66) 


THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 
OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 


Collectors have been scrambling for these magazines for years—now they 
can be a part of your personal collection in this very special ‘‘Grab Bag’’ 
offer at the popular low price of only $3.00 each! 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 

These hard-to-find issues cover wrestling in all its facets with in-depth feature stories and exclusive special 
sections. 

Annual 1 (Annual/Summer 1981 OAnnual/Fall 1982 (Annual/Fall 1983 
OAnnual/February 1980 = Annual/Winter 1981 OAnnual/Winter 1982 OD Annual/Winter 1983 
CAnnual/Spring 1980 [Annual/Spring 1982 [Annual/Spring 1983 (Annual/Spring 1984 
OAnnual/Summer 1980 CAnnual/Summer 1982 DO Annual/Summer 1983 CAnnual/Summer 1984 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


Still a favorite of fans everywhere, each issue presents fascinating feature stories, special bonus pinups, 
and a book-length special section. 


(July 1977 iFall 1980 Spring 1982 ClWinter 1982 [JSummer 1983 
(December 1977 CIFall 1981 CiFall 1982 (Spring 1983 
BEST OF THE WRESTLER 


Now known as Wrestler Annual, each issue is jam-packed with history in alook back at early issues of the 
sport's longest-running magazine. 
Winter 1978 OFall 1980 (Winter 1981 (Winter 1982 


[Summer 1979 CSpring 1981 Summer 1982 OSpring 1983 
[Summer 1980 Summer 1987 Fall 1982 (Summer 1983 
BEN STRONG WRESTLING 

A ground-breaking title in the early 1970s, the Ben Strong magazines are still coveted by collectors the 
world over. 

CiNovember 1973 

YEARBOOKS 


Dynamic writing and peak-action photography have made these popular yearbooks the hallmark of any 
wrestling magazine collection. 
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tors everywhere. 


(11973 Annual #6 (11975 Annual #14 (11977 Annual Winter (11979 Annual Summer 
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[11974 Annual #8 11976 Annual #16 (11978 Annual Summer (11980 Annual January 
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(11979 Annual Spring 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: a 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 $3.00 each 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me the special grab bag issues | have checked. | am enclosing $3.00 for 
EACH copy | am ordering. | am enclosing $. 


as payment in full, which includes 
all shipping and postage charges. 


In case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
NY ATES ZIP 


For fastest delivery, payment should be made by money order; allow an additional two weeks for 
delivery when payment is made by personal check. For all orders except U.S., you must add 
$1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail and $3.00 for every back issue ordered for 
airmail. Int'l money order only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. ~i 
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As he does here against Curt Hennig (above), The Ultimate Warrior pressed Flair over his 
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(Continued from page 65) 
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head and crashed him over his knee, causing the NWA champ to collapse (below). 


body. He chased the NWA champion 
outside and mercilessly pummeled him 
with a series of bolo punches. Flair 
staggered drunkenly back into the ring. 
Warrior pursued his advantage. He 


66 


lifted Flair over his head and brought 
him crashing down over his knee. Flair 
collapsed. Warrior picked the limp car- 
cass up and threw him, like an under- 
sized bass, back into the ring. 


Warrior scaled the turnbuckle, but 
instead of embarking on what should 
have been a triumphant, tournament- 
winning flying bodypress, Warrior 
raised his fist to the upper levels of the 
Rose Bowl and began his rambling, 
trademark liturgy to the forces of na- 
ture. This delay gave the veteran Flair 
ample time to recover his senses and 
mount another attack. 

Flair charged his foe, but Warrior 
deftly stepped to the side, grabbed 
Flair, and tossed him mightily into the 
turnbuckles. Flair flipped completely 
over and fell hard to the arena floor. 
The NWA champ rose warily at the 
referee’s five-count, only to find him- 
self staring face to face with Hulk Ho- 
gan. They glared at each other angrily, 
neither man willing to make the first 
move. Ultimately, neither man would. 
The ref’s count reached 10 and Flair 
was disqualified. His protest was pre- 
sented to Bradley but denied. 

“Hulk Hogan,’’ Bradley told the 
press, ‘did nothing to physically inter- 
fere in this match. Flair’s path back to 
the ring was in no way impeded by 
Hogan’s presence. He remained out- 
side the ring on his own accord. Un- 
fortunately for him, he paid dearly for 
his error.”’ 
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Turner was right (yawn). The Inter- 
national Tournament had no ill effect 
on individual federations’ business dur- 
ing the course of the year. Both the 
WWP’s WrestleMania and the NWA’s 
Starrcade broke previous attendance 
and pay-per-view records. 

Turner had shrewdly persuaded the 
federation owners to sign a single-year 
contract with ABC, thus opening next 
year’s tournament up for competitive 
bids. With ratings through the roof, 
the networks, a day after the tourna- 
ment final, had already tendered Super 
Bowl-sized contract offers to the own- 
ers. As Turner had forecast, pro. wres- 
tling had made its permanent mark. 
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Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson, ney 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tul 

January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
‘ournament, 


August deh pe PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
1984/COLOR PINUP; Rick 

. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
indham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 
February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, 


Martel. 
Warriors, 


& Elizabeth. UWF Ti 

Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 

Dusty & Nikita, DiBlase ao. Hanes 
in- 


TA, 


Wantors Sting. 


pene [ie inPaceiol PINUP: Tully Blan- 


Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
necks Bunkhouse Stampede. 


Bestoake, Perce, Perez, tounoeing 


Savage & Hogan Cibo Laver, Pour 
5 7 r 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 


October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 


November 1988/COLOR ye ih The 


Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, 
press, Powers of Pain. 


December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
a ieee, 


Jeu aenacen PINUP: Barty 
ham, Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth 


1989/COLOR PINUP: Pip- 
boat, gt) Paul, Broan 
Tounernett Studd, Mi 
August 1989/COLOR Pre Lex 


wp tommaaran seer 


October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs, Perez, Page. 
pba joeecon PINUP: Ric 
. Rhodes, Steiner, vs. 
boat, Ultimate, Pulerlaren 
— 1989/COLOR eee Jim- 
my Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 
1990/COLOR PINUP: Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 
February 1990/COLOR PINUP: Bret 


alge: Curt t Hennig. 


, Ex- 


Hart. Lex ; , Hennig-Beef- 
cake, Tonk Agere loman. 
y OR PINUP: Dusty 


po iy tse 


Ric Flair, Hennig vs. Hogan, 
Lawler. 
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Flair, Rhodes. cae Cormette, ite Kid, Kerry. rm , Dangerously, Muraco, 
umer, 
Bie ee oe ae Make Check Payable And Send To: 
| PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED | + sports ONLY 
[:crenciie ures: area | Bares | 
Cl PWi/dan 1986 i 
| © PwWiune 1963 C Pwwrebises 01 Pwiuly1988 | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH | 
1) PWiJuly 1983 = PWVAprii198s §= 0) PWV/Aug 1988 
] 0 PWVAug 1983. PWi/May 1986 «= ()._: PWV/Oct 1968 Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. | 
J 5 pvanies 4869 ao Prninay 1908" qo pwaier i908 : U.S.FUNDS ONLY | 
Cl PWvDec 1963. (1 PWVAuy1966 _) PWlWan 1989 Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ LS. 
| 5 pwideni9es 3 PWwoctt98s Cl PWWFeb 1989 In case of a sellout, indicate substit ute issue: PRINT YOUR NAME AND | 
| C PWUFeb 1984 = 1). PWI/Nov 1986 O PWWApril 1989 ADDRESS CLEARLY 
C PWiJune 1984 1 PWiJan1987 «0. PWi/June 1969 | 
| © Pwvduly 1984 Cl PWyFeb 1987) PWiduly 1989 Name | 
C PWVAug 1984 =) PWi/Aprilis87, Pung tons 
O Pwvocti984 «= 1987 «O 
C PWYNor 1008. Cl PWineeiser  ChPwNoviees | Address Apt. i 
| © Pwiden1985 0 PWiJuly1987 -O: PWi/Dec 1989 | 
2 PWiFeb 1985 () PWVAug1987 0 PWi/Jan 1990 City 
lo PWVApril 1985 (© PWVOct1987 + PWI/Feb 1990 OO Se oe || 
| (1) PWi/June 1985 ( PWUNov19687  —-C).- PWV/April 1990 
Cl PWWSepti985 [1] PWiJani9e8 1 PWi/May 1990 State Zip | 
1 PWVOct 1985 (1 PWiFeb 1988 i 
I Cl PWWNov 1885 Ci PWW/April 1988 For all orders except U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and | 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
RIC FLAI RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
243, Min lis, MN Combined weight: 473 pounds 
NWA World champion NWA om tag team chai 
YB gerls ULTIMATE WARRIOR DoEM 
cies weight: 585 pounds 
iat caeelen WWF World tag team 
HULK HOGAN BRIAN PILLMAN & TOM ZENK 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 463 pounds 
No. 2 contender: WWF US. tag team tekenlans 
LEX LUGER 400m 
268, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 565 pounds 
U.S. heavyweight champion No. 1 cont NWA tag team title 
oe ans [geen 
USWA champion = No. 3 cantons NWA tag team title 
RICK RUDE THE HART FOUNDATION 
246, Robbinsdale, MN Combined weight: 515 pounds 
No. 1 contender WWF No. 1 Cohamibaras tag team title 
LARRY ZBYSZKO THE ROCKERS 
248, Pittsburgh, PA Combined weight: 450 pounds 
~ aaa AWA World champion No. 2 : tag team title 
= = CURT HENNIG MIKE ENOS & WAYNE BLOOM 
+ 235, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 518 pounds 
—~ No. 3 contender: WWF title AWA World tag team champions 
: KERRY VON ERICH REX KING & STEVE DOLL 
260, Denton, TX Combined weight: 477 pounds 
USWA co sae USWA tag team champions 
* 1] Qe EFF WARNER & ART BARR 
214, reeeeg Australia PAW ta eo’ 497 pounds 
Rick Rude ___ USWA Southwestern champion _ team champions 
WW A WWF AWA USWA/CWA 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: 
RIC FLAIR THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR LARRY ZBYSZKO JERRY LAWLER 
243, Minneapolis, MN 280, Queens, NY 248, Pittsburgh, PA 234, Memphis, TN 
1—LEX LUGER 1—RICK RUDE 1—NIKITA KOLOFF 1—KERRY VON ERICH 
268, Chicago, IL 246, Robbinsdale, MN 275, Moscow, Russia 260, Denton, TX 
2—NORMAN 2—CURT HENNIG 2—MR. SAITO 2—BILL DUNDEE 
380, Saginaw, MI 235, Minneapolis, MN 247, Tokyo, Japan 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—MIKE ROTUNDO 3—HULK HOGAN 3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 3—JIMMY VALIANT 
245, Syracuse, NY 302, Venice Beach, CA 310, Parris Island, SC 251, New York, NY 
4—BRIAN PILLMAN 4—EARTHQUAKE 4—JOHN NORD 4—JEFF JARRETT 
226, Cincinnati, OH 462, Montreal, Quebec 316, Bozeman, MT 200, Hendersonville, TN 
5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 5—DUSTY RHODES 5—TULLY BLANCHARD 5—CHRIS CHAMPION 
252, Boston, MA 302, Austin, TX 235, San Antonio, TX 222, Tampa, FL 
6—TOMMY RICH 6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—D.J. PETERSON 6—BILLY TRAVIS 
248, Hendersonville, TN 245, Sarasota, FL 245, St. Joseph, MO 218, Houston, TX 
7—SAMOAN SAVAGE 7—TED DiBIASE 7—COL. DeBEERS 7—JEFF GAYLORD 
264, Samoa 247, Omaha, NE 248, Cape Town, S. Africa 255, St. Louis, MO 
8—CACTUS JACK 8—RICK MARTEL 8—JONNIE STEWART 8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
247, Truth or Consequences, NM 236, Quebec City, Quebec 242, Pacific Palisades, CA 235, Denton, TX 
9—ABDULLAH THEBUTCHER #9—JAKE ROBERTS 9—TOMMY JAMMER 9—JOHN TATUM 
360, Khartoum, Sudan 246, Stone Mountain, GA 265, St. Joseph, MO 236, Hollywood, CA 
10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 10—BIG BOSSMAN 10—THE TROOPER 10—MIKE AWESOME 


368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
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348, Cobb County, GA 


243, Charlotte, NC 


290, Tampa, FL 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won- 
lost records for the past month, quality of 
opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or 
team. These ratings are compiled by the 
Magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and 

Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide 
telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and 
on the volume and character of mail that comes to 


our offices. All other ratings are based on the 
official current positions of challengers to the top 
fitle in each category; certain ttleholders receive 
an automatic spot in the ratings. 


FAOST POPULAR MOST HATED 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
280, Queens, NY 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice eet CA 
Last issue: No. 1 


Most Popular 
LEX LUGER 
268, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Most 


DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


STING 


260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 2 Mi 


lost Popular 
NORMAN 
380, Saginaw, MI 
Last issue: unrated 


BIG BOSSMAN 
348, Cobb pes GA 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 


JAKE ROBERTS 


246, Stone Mountain, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
Last issue: unrated 


1 OR an PILLMAN 
226, Siar tas 


AN 
tact fesues No. 4 1 Most Hated 
Die lente Os 


462, Montreal, Quebec 
issue: unratt 


Brick RUDE 


246, Robbinsdale, MN 
Last issue: unrated 


JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


CURT HENNIG 
235, Min is, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
Last issue: unrated 


KEVIN SULLIVAN 

252, Boston, MA 

Last issue: unrated 

TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NE 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated 
LANNY POFFO 

228, Downer’s ese IL 
Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


1 BILLY JACK HAYNES 


245, Portland, OR 
Last month: unrated 


PNW Champion: 
TITLE HELD UP 
1—CURTIS THOMPSON 
245, Charlotte, NC 
2—SCOTTY THE BODY 
235, Short Hills, NJ 
3—RICKY SANTANA 
235, Orlando, FL 
4—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
5—AL MADRIL 
231, Los Angeles, CA 
6—THE GRAPPLER 
280, parts unknown 
7—BRYAN ADAMS 
310, Honolulu, Hi 
8—THE EQUALIZER 
250, parts unknown 
9—JEFF WARNER 
267, Philadelphia, PA 


10—BILL FRANCIS 
300, Dallas, OR 


icw 
ICW Champion: 
TONY ATLAS 
247, Roanoke, VA 
1—VIC STEAMBOAT 
235, Honolulu, Hl 


2—ROCHESTER ROADBLOCK 
392, Rochester, NY 


3—MIKE KALUHA 
239, Honolulu, HI 

4—ERIC SBRACCHIA 
240, Boston, MA 


5—PHIL APOLLO 

220, Dallas, TX 
6—TASMANIAN DEVIL 

221, Tasmania 
7—CHEETAH KID 

232, Bronx, NY 
8—TOM BRANDI 

231, Philadelphia, PA 
9—RAY ODYSSEY 

205, Palm Beach, FL 


10—TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 


OFFICIAL 


WRESTLING 


RATINGS 


Ties hinge Rem eee 


ranking, 
so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Eh ae det roar Om Ge fe oe : 
each calegory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumuiative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—RIC FLAIR sedciancopsunausnacsunnsscneshaibatesneitiesaced points 
1—HULK HOGAN... ccssessssssaressssesnnesseeeseeen 45. points 
3—LEX DIES vaste: scxsustatepescesrnctsipscevetnstassc Oe points 
4—ULTIMATE WARRIOR puvednuxcndiuesnatiiacusncansa points 
5—STING audcasiaasiven aisearsinrtnbenvicindeeitacor points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—DEMOLITION...tstasssnnnensesnennene 43 polis 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS escsersrsuneven39 points 
3—RICK & SCOTT STEINER .scsssssssionenen 26 points 
4—MIDNIGHT EXPRESS/FREEBIRDS sarc. 23 points 
5—BRIAN PILLMAN & TOM ZENK sess 42 points 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—title vacant; 1— 
Mike Golden; 2—Powerhouse Busich; 3—Mr. Wrestling Il; 4—Al 
Knitty; 5—Randy Rose; 6—Joel Deaton; 7—Thunder; 8—Shot- 
gun Gauge; 9—Ted Allen; 10—Big Daddy. 


LPWAS: LPWA champion—Susan Sexton; 1—Bad Girl; 2— 
Shelly Francis; 3—Black Venus; 4—Bambi; 5—Misty Blue 
Simmes; 6—Big Mo; 7—Lelani Kai; 8—The Goddess; 9—Heidi 
Lee Morgan; 10—Kat LeRoux. 


PWAS PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Ricky Rice; 2— 
Ken Patera; 3—Beef Burton; 4—Derrick Dukes; 5—Larry Camer- 
on; 6—Johnny Love; 7—Lightning Kid; 8—Matt Derringer; 9— 
Jerry Lynn; 10—Tim Hunt. 


PWEF: PWF champion—Steve Keirn; 1—Robert Fuller; 2—The 
Terminator; 3—Lou Perez; 4—Bounty Hunter |; 5—Dennis 
Knight; 6—Hurricane Walker; 7—Jim Backlund; 8—Buddy 
Landell; 3—Powerhouse Parker; 10—Coconut Kid. 


WWE: wwc champion—Carlos Colon; 1—TNT; 2—Manny 
Fernandez; 3—Harley Race; 4—Abdullah the Butcher; 5—Invad- 
er |; 6—Leo Burke; 7—Miguel Perez Jr.; 8—Rick Valentine; 9— 
Joe Savoldi; 10—Dragon Master. 


For period ended April 20, 1990 
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ATINGS ANALYSIS 


ss 


Hogan plummets while Warrior soars. Former WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan drops from number one to 
number three in our Top 10 as the result of The Ultimate 
Warrior’s WWF World title victory at WrestleMania VI. 
Meanwhile, NWA World champion Ric Flair edges into 
the top spot (look for the battle for number one to be 
fierce in the coming months), while Warrior moves up 
from number three to number two. Warrior also unseats 
Hogan in our Most Popular ratings, rising to number one, 
while Hogan drops from one to two. 


Tracking Trends. Aside from the changes resulting from 
the Warrior's victory over Hogan, there are plenty of 
changes in our Top 10 and Tag Teams ratings. 

TOP 10: Lex Luger stays at number four, Jerry Lawler 
holds firm at five, and Kerry Von Erich sticks tight in the 
number nine position ... Former AWA World champion 
Mr. Saito drops out; Larry Zbyszko, who regained that belt 

on April 8, moves back in at 
number seven Curtis 
Thompson is out ... Rick Rude 
is getting shots at Ultimate War- 
rior’s WWF belt; he’s in at num- 
ber six ... Curt Hennig, at num- 
ber eight, is another WWF 
newcomer ... USWA South- 
western (formerly CWA) champ 
Bill Dundee debuts at number 
10. 
J TAG TEAMS: Demolition’s 
WWF World title victory over 
Larry Zbyszko Andre the Giant & Haku moves 
them up to number two; Andre & Haku, probably never 
to team again, are out ... Rick & Scott Steiner maintain 
their stronghold on the number-one position ... The 
Road Warriors slip two notches to five ... Brian Pillman & 
Tom Zenk continue to dominate U.S. tag title opposition; 
they move up four spots to three ... Hot Doom soars to 
number four .. The Hart Foundation debut at number six 
... Mike Enos & Wayne Bloom inch up two to number 
eight, while Rex King and Steve Doll drop one to nine... 
Jeff Warner & Art Barr debut at number 10. 


Bubbling under Cumulative: A quick list of the men 
ready to crack the “Cumulative Ratings” categories. In the 
singles: Jerry Lawler (18 points), Randy Savage (17), and 
Larry Zbyszko (12). In the tag teams: Tully Blanchard & Arn 


eee 


Anderson (11) and The Samoan Swat Team (10) aren't likely 
to make a move, since neither duo is teaming up on a 
regular basis at this juncture. 


Earthquake tremors. The big man hasn't been in the 
WWF for very long, but readers seem to be quite shook 
up about the emergence of Earthquake. The 462-pound 
Canadian, who is managed by Jimmy Hart, is riding high 
in the WWF and Most Hated ratings. 

‘This is the most brutal competitor I’ve seen in the 
WWF in a long, long time,” wrote Eddie Buchanan of 
Schenectady, New York. “I can’t stand the way he attacks 

people after Dino Bravo's 
matches. What gives him the 
right to jump on people's 
chests the way he does? 
He’s already seriously in- 
jured Ronnie Garvin, one of 
my favorites. If he’s allowed 
to continue, there’s no tell- 
ing how many people could 
be hurt.” 

Surprisingly, not everyone 
dislikes the rotund contend- 
er: “This big guy is the great- 
est find since Andre the Gi- 

® ant,” wrote Billy Capuano of 

Earthquake Boston. “I've never seen a 
hulk like that move around the ring with such dexterity 
before. And he’s got a great deal of stamina, too. He's 
already beaten Hacksaw Duggan in a match that lasted 
more than 15 minutes. If you ask me, there's nobody in 
the WWF capable of beating Earthquake. He's just too big 
and too powerful.” 

The majority of our mail, however, agrees that Earth- 
quake is far too brutal. “I’ve got two young children, and 
| don’t like them watching this kind of violence,” wrote 
Mrs. Anthony Gilbracken of Aiken, South Carolina. “Too 
many people are leaving the arenas on stretchers. | just 
can’t believe that [WWF President] Jack Tunney has al- 
lowed Earthquake to tear apart as many men as he has.” 


Have something to say about the ratings? Whatever it is, 
we want to know. We welcome all kinds of ratings- 
related questions, complaints, and observations. Address 
your letters to: “Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestling Super- 
stars, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. Oo 


“T find out about all the 
hot news before it’s 
announced on TV!” 


“Tt’s the best source for 
match results I’ve ever 
seen!” 

—G.P., Dallas 


“There’s so much 
information in each 
issue, it’s 
unbelievable!” 

—S.M., New York 
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ILLUSTRATED 


IEMAN STING GETS TITLE MATCH WITH FLAIR 


“I got my Royal Rumble 
results just five days 
after the card!” 

—T.S., Boston 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly 
is the place to go for the most complete coverage of the sport 
available anywhere! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS 

Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh 
as can be. You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big 
match signings, the triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North America, ‘Yay & Nay” and “Who's 
Hot, Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the Week” and ‘“‘Match of the 
Week" features, plus ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” a lively 
editorial, and even a “Fan of the Week” selection that features a 
photograph ofa reader! You get all of this—each and every week!—in 
a bold newsletter format that keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 
news today! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you 
three big ways to save: 

© 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
@34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
@52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before you subscribe? No 
problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly 
hot off the press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to 
become a subscriber to wrestling’s fastest-growing phenomenon! 
(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-copy orders; offer limited 
to customers in the U.S. and Canada only.) 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 


Fd ak nh a ce ae —------] 


YES! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send 
a measubscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 
0 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 

C34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 

C1 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 

UO Td like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 


O Sia os ager ts et closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. 
‘enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports, 
NAME 
SN ¢ a a ee 
PMantertcared fia mg ge se ADDRESS APT: —— 
L Expiration Date: re oe CITY STATE ZIP ] 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU'RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


PWI CAP 


SHIAT SIZE (1 Small (Medium 


-- 


. TOTAL AMOUNT 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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ILLUSTRATED 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


. 


The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all- Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “'Skyfiyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


PWi BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 


Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 


Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable td TV SPORTS, INC. 


ADDRESS _ : APT 


NAME ia | 
CITY “STATE ZIP i 
Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
CiLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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